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December 21, 2017

REVEREND MIKE LOUIA
Senior Pastor
prmike@firstlutheranec.org

“The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1, NRSV)
Well I think we can safely say that Mark has no doubt about what it means to God’s people that Jesus Christ, the
Son of God is making his appearance on the scene! With Jesus, the good news begins!
In true Markan form, the writer uses very few words to make a point. Not only that, everything happens
“immediately!” In fact, as Mark’s story of Jesus progresses, you’re left breathless at the rapid rate at which events
occur. Maybe it’s Mark’s brevity and fast pace that makes it so difficult for those original disciples following along
with Jesus to understand fully the world-transforming results resulting from the deep, bold and consequential good
news that Jesus delivers to God’s people.
This year in Sunday morning worship, we’ll be trekking through the Gospel of Mark and contemplating how “the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ …” might leave us breathless! There will be times when we’ll take a break
from Mark and hear from the Gospel of John, itself also focused on beginnings (“In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” John 1:1, NRSV).
So whether it’s Mark’s story or John’s story, this common thread of beginnings, of God’s transforming work in and
through Jesus and of the urgency with which this message of Good News must be shared will open us all up to possibilities that we could have never imagined in the absence of God’s presence.
As we look forward to 2018, there will be other stories of God’s good news beginnings for which we can be forever
grateful:


We’re starting a new weekly worship service on Wednesday evenings. See page 11 for more information on
that new fellowship and worship opportunity.



God will call new disciples into God’s congregation here in Ellicott City.



We’ll commit once again to supporting the newly baptized in their life with Christ.



Our LEAD team will kick off its first “experiment” in the neighborhood - that opportunity to live in God’s “sweet
spot,” the intersection of the gifts God has given this community and the needs of our neighbors. See page 8 for
more details.

There is no doubt that God is up to some pretty amazing things in this community. And perhaps the most lifetransforming good news we can hear is “beginning of the good news” is simply that - the beginning. As we live into
this year, with resolutions made (and perhaps even broken) we are promised a new beginning in and through Jesus
each and every day! An that promise, is truly good news!
See you Sunday!

Pastor Mike
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REVEREND GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT
Pastor
ggrant@firstlutheranec.org
GLOBAL PEACE LUTHERAN FELLOWSHIP (GPLF)
A Joint Christmas Multicultural Fellowship
When Pastor Surekha Nelevala invited me to attend the 6th year anniversary
celebration of Global Peace Lutheran Fellowship (GPLF) in September, I knew
then that this was something we just had to experience at First Lutheran.
GPLF is a mission congregation of the Delaware-Maryland Synod. Its mission
is to create a welcoming place for worship and communion for people of
diverse backgrounds and cultures. The people are so welcoming that they
even have Hindus coming as far as Virginia to worship with them. While this
mission congregation is hosted by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Frederick, GPLF it is not bound by location. It has had gatherings at New
Hope Lutheran in Columbia and once at First Lutheran. The worship service
has a rich multicultural flavor and a warm invitation to share one’s talents.
(e.g., readings, prayers, or songs may be sung in different languages, people
may come in ethnic attire, the atmosphere is casual).
On Saturday, December 2, GPLF and First Lutheran came together to
celebrate a joint Christmas Multicultural Fellowship in the Fellowship Center.
Michael, a First Lutheran youth, read the first reading in Swahili. Sonia,
another First Lutheran member, sang a song of praise in Tamil, her native
Indian language. A young girl said the prayers in her native language. A family
(mother, father, and son) made a musical offering. From Holy Communion to a
potluck dinner, we shared a meal together.
Will they come again the next time? Here are some of the comments I heard:
"I really felt God’s presence as we worshiped together! Let me know when you
are having another one so I can prepare a song to offer. This was exactly what
I needed! I signed up on your email list – looking forward to the next one!"

The next Global Peace/First Lutheran gathering is
tentatively scheduled for March 3. Mark your calendar
for this unique multicultural worship and fellowship
experience!
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DR. WAYNE L. WOLD
Director of Music Ministry
wayne@firstlutheranec.org

Even though I write this before all of our Advent worship services, our Advent/Christmas concert, and even our
Christmas Eve and Day services have taken place, I am optimistic enough to say they all went very well! Many
thanks to all the singers, ringers, soloists, and instrumentalists who give even more of their time and talents
throughout the Advent and Christmas season. In addition to Sunday mornings, many folks step forward to assist
with Wednesday Morning and Evening Prayer, our four Christmas Eve services, and our Advent/Christmas Concert and Carol-Sing on December 10. You are much appreciated!
Last year I wrote that “2017 is a great year to be a Lutheran!” since it was the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. But it is no less true for 2018 as we continue have more opportunities to spread the light of Christ and
the good news of God’s free grace. We welcome many folks from the community by hosting concerts in our
beautiful and resonant worship space. On Sunday, January 14, the Howard County Concert Orchestra will return for a 7 p.m. concert (www.howardcountyconcertorchestra.org), and on Sunday, February 4, Bach in Baltimore will present a 4 p.m. concert (www.BachinBaltimore.org). Tickets are available in advance through their
websites or at the door.
How about those New Year’s resolutions? The ones to be more active in the church? Choir is a wonderful way to
respond to your baptism, to interact with others, to praise God, to proclaim the Word, and to develop your own
talents. All of our music ensembles are open to new members:
 Jubilate Handbells - Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, directed by Jenne Burnham
(fenris1954@yahoo.com)
 Children’s Choir - Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Education Building, directed by Laurel Wacyk, Assistant
Director of Ministry, (laurel.wacyk@gmail.com)
 Adult/Teen Choir - Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Choir Room, also directed by Laurel Wacyk, Assistant
Director of Music, (laurel.wacyk@gmail.com)
Keep singing!

Wayne
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LAUREN GRAY

Director of Children & Youth Ministries
Lauren@firstlutheranec.org

January 7, 14, 21, & 28
Super Bowl Sunday Sub Sale Youth Fundraiser
January 15
Youth Committee Meeting (Parlor) 7 p.m.
January 19 -21
RoadTrip - DEMD Synod HS Retreat, Ocean City, MD

MAKE & SHARE THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who participated in this year’s Make & Share event! We made:
 22 ornaments that will go to our homebound
 27 button trees that will go to local nursing homes
 8 blankets for the Howard County Animal Shelter
 We will make more for our January Service Project in Faith Finders.
 And enough gift bags & Christmas cards to go with each ornament!
SUPER BOWL SUNDAY SUB SALE | JANUARY
Order your subs for Super Bowl Sunday! Starting January 7, look for the sub
sale table in the Narthex. Choose from 5 different subs - including veggie!
Sub pick-up will be on Sunday, February 4, in the Fellowship Center. All
funds raised will go towards the 2018 Youth Mission Trip to the ELCA Youth
Gathering in Houston, TX.
ROADTRIP - SYNOD HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT | JANUARY 19 - 21
On January 19-21, our high schoolers will be in Ocean City, MD for the annual DE-MD synod high school retreat
(RoadTrip). This year our youth will be working on service projects, joining in faith-filled discussions, and participating
in relationship-building small groups. The theme for this retreat is - Reform School: What does it mean?, and will
focus on how we as Lutherans are reforming and how the Holy Spirit is working in us.
2018 ELCA YOUTH MINISTRY EXTRAVAGANZA | JANUARY 25 - 29
Every year, the ELCA hosts a gathering for children and youth leaders, workers, ministers,
etc. This gathering consists of workshops, events, meals, and worship where adults can
grow in their faith and learning, and also take time to recuperate and improve body and
mind amidst many years of ministry. This will be my third time attending this Extravaganza,
and I look forward to a long weekend of relaxation, gathering with friends and co-ministry
workers, and learning more about children and youth ministry.
This year’s Extravaganza is especially important since it will be held in Houston, TX, where
our 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering will be taking place. I have already signed up for a tour of
the city so that I can be better prepared to lead our youth around Houston in the summer.
Blessings! ~ Lauren Gray
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WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN (WELCA)
DIANE SCHWARZMAN, PRESIDENT
stevedoce@comcast.net
WELCA CHRISTMAS TEA - BIG FUN & A HUGE SUCCESS!
On December 2, forty-nine women enjoyed the WELCA Christmas Tea hosted by the Martha Circle co-led by Anna
Marie Howser and Joan Burns. Each table was beautifully decorated by Joan Burns with centerpieces made of
lights and fresh greenery. Over sips of tea and bites of sandwiches and dessert goodies, we gathered together to
enjoy our friendships. After friendly conversations and yet another round of tea, we were treated to an outstanding
performance by The Madrigal Singers from the Marriotts Ridge High School under the direction of Mr. Scott
AuCoin. Twenty-four students sang Christmas songs while dressed in their Renaissance period costumes of
gowns or breeches/capes. For our service project, items from the Grassroots 2017 Holiday Wish List were donated
to provide Christmas gifts to current and former shelter residents. The Christmas Tea was a huge success and a
lot of fun. It was a great start to kick-off the Christmas Season with our First Lutheran Sisters-in-Christ.

SEWING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Do you have a sewing machine? WELCA is looking for volunteers to help sew simple back-packs for the Lutheran
World Relief school supply kits. The school kits will be assembled in March of next year. However, we can start
making the back-packs now. If you can help with a sewing machine, please contact Diane Schwarzman at
(stevedoce@comcast.net).

WELCA CIRCLE MEETINGS

All women of the church are invited!
• Martha Circle will meet again on Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room. Doris Ann
Hauser will present a DVD about the Washington National Cathedral. Karen McDonald will provide the
refreshments. Contact Anne Marie Howser (410-290-1040)
• Rebecca Circle will meet January 18 at 1:00 p.m. also in the Youth Room. The program will be the National
Cathedral, presented by Doris Hauser. Contact: Sandy Funke (410-992-8015) or Nancy Galloway
(410-465-2790).

WELCA Board Meeting
Monday, January 22 at 1:00 p.m. - Parlor

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS ARE NEEDED & APPRECIATED YEAR ROUND!
Worship Assistants are as much needed, as they are valued. If you are interested and able to support this

ministry, please go to the Sign-up Genius (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship)
regularly to find an opportunity to assist. Thanks in advance for your continued support!
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COUNCIL CORNER

SUSAN GARDE, COUNCIL SECRETARY
The Council met on December 20, following Advent Worship. In addition to hearing from all ministries, other
business included:
 Discussion of the disbursement of the staff gift by the Treasurer and Council
Members.
 Discussion of re-initiating a Security Team to review and implement reasonable actions/procedures to help improve the safety and security of our staff,
parishioners and visitors at FELC.


Jay Zumbrun will take the lead on this.

 Approval of a motion from Property to authorize payment not to exceed
$4,500 to “The Cutting Edge” for a day’s work of tree cutting. (Winter rates
applied)
 A Facilities Task Force will be appointed to prioritize deferred maintenance
projects and look at the overall aesthetics of the
facility.
Income through the month of November is $52,000.

A SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Alaska Sojourn - The Story of a 40 Year Adventure in Alaska by the Berg’s
Have you ever seen a Kuspuk? Where is the largest remaining region on earth where indigenous
people still rely on subsistence (fishing, hunting, and gathering)? Which state in the United
States is experiencing statewide “food insecurity”? What geographic region holds the world record for imprisoning the largest percentage of indigenous males? And did you know that several
Lutheran synods, including ELCA, have been very active in bringing the Good News to this region
of the earth? If not, come and see Paul and Virginia Berg as they present Alaska Sojourn, the
story of their 40 year-long adventure
in Alaska.
Paul and Virginia explain that in regions were the population is small, one tends to take on a variety of roles. For
them this has included being volunteer mission teachers,
EMT, state marriage commissioner, working for the University of Alaska, public school teacher, state constable, professional fishing guide, cross-cultural specialist, and
“advocate” (lobbyist) for the Tlingit people. Paul also has
an extensive background with training and escorting Lutheran teams into the homeland of the Yupik people
(subarctic Eskimo) in the Yukon/Kuskokwim Delta.
Paul and Virginia are members of First Lutheran Church
who moved to Ellicott City in October of 2014. This past
spring Paul was commissioned by the church before he left
to spend the summer working among the Yupik and Tlingit people.
This entertaining presentation led by the Berg’s is filled with humor, joy and faith in the ultimate triumph of justice
and truth. Come and join us during Growing In Faith Together (G.I.F.T), Sunday, January 14 at 9:15 a.m. in the
Library.
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UPDATE | ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN
Thank you for your participation in our part of the ELCA’s Always Being Made New Campaign. For the fourth quarter
in 2017, we have collected $1,466 (as of December 3) towards the ELCA’s Global Missions Ministry, surpassing our
quarterly goal of $1,000. God is indeed good!
Since we began participating in the Always Being Made New Campaign, we have contributed $89,454.30 towards its
four ministry areas. A breakdown of contributions follows:
Hunger and Poverty:
Malaria Campaign

$14,211.20

ELCA World Hunger

$14,864.75

Global Missions:
Pangani

$34,000.00

Global Ministry

$2,426.00

Leadership:

$6,512.00

New and Renewing Congregations:
Breath of God

$12,000.00

Other New and Renewing Cong.

$5,450.35

Our original multi-year goal for participation in this campaign was $75,000. Clearly we have been blessed beyond
measure as we have surpassed that goal, and continue to participate in the campaign. During 2018 and into January
2019 we will continue our participation with specific quarterly emphases:
Leadership

January - March 2018

Hunger Ministries

April - June 2018
July - September 2018

Global Missions
Our contribution to Pangani will be sent earlier in the year

October - December 2018

New and Renewing Congregations

Our contribution to Breath of God will be sent earlier in the year
January 2019

All ministries

As a reminder, you can make your offering in either of the following methods:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Regular Offering
Special Envelope (located in your envelope packet)
Always Being Made New Envelope (located in the pew racks)
On-line Giving Platform*

Your participation, in whatever way your feel called to participate, is appreciated!
*To use this service, you can access the Give option on our website, our app (for mobile devices), or simply text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll
receive a link to our giving app and can make your designated offering by selecting the ELCA Campaign option. Please be aware that Msg &
Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/
privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.
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So Where is Our “Sweet Spot”? - Part 2
The “sweet spot” we are seeking in LEAD is that place where the gifts of the congregation intersect
the needs of the neighborhood. In other words, what does our neighbor need that can be addressed
with the many gifts that God has given our community of faith?
Through various meetings and conversations in the neighborhood, we’ve identified these themes:
Personal Connections – Many county service agencies need ways to establish personal connections with our neighbors in need. Several county organizations are looking for people to
serve as “Ombudsmen”, “Cultural Brokers”, “Ambassadors” and “Champions”. Personal connections can also include activities such as reading to students learning English, mentoring
families, and advocating for people who are unable to do so for themselves.
Poverty – There is poverty in Howard County and in our congregation’s neighborhood. Volunteers are needed to mentor children, families, and adults as they make their journey to emotional, physical and financial stability. We also heard about specific needs:
 Donations of basic infant-care necessities, such as formula, food and diapers.
 Childcare for infants (it’s unaffordable for some.)
 Help for Howard County elderly, who comprise a large & increasing portion of those living in
poverty.
 Dozens of students at two neighborhood schools live in poverty and need meals (especially
in the summer), clothes, and school supplies.
 Adults with disabilities and people living just above the poverty line who are not eligible for
government assistance.
Transportation – The lack of access to reliable transportation represents is a significant barrier for the impoverished and the vulnerable. Public transportation is NOT a reliable alternative.
After discernment and prayer, our LEAD team has identified a “sweet spot” and, in January, we will be
establishing an intentional partnership with two nearby schools: Dunloggin Middle and Veterans Elementary. Through this partnership, we hope to help address our neighbors’ needs for assistance with
the gifts and resources God has entrusted to us.
Look for more information in the coming weeks as to how you are invited to join in this experiment.
Pastor Mike

Pastor Gigie

Joanna Casto

George Conklin

Cathy Rice

Jay Zumbrun

A New Ministry at First - Creation Care
A Creation Care Ministry has been recognized and empowered by our Executive Committee. It presents a new and
important ministry has as well as an exciting opportunity to
serve. The Lord so graciously gave us dominion over creation, and we are privileged to be able to nurture and care
for it. Please consider joining us.
The Ministry hopes to integrate the love of nature, protection of God’s world and more specifically the
church property and surrounding neighborhood, along with the stewardship of resources entrusted to us
by our generous Lord. The ministry will begin by looking at needs and reviewing available resources
within our synod and local government. A plan will be developed; and information and education will be
provided to First Lutheran. If you are interested in joining the discussion, please contact Cathy Rice
(cprpenpal@gmail.com) or Susan Garde (susangarde09@comcast.net).
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New In & Around First

The Watson family (Kenneth, Elizabeth, Dennis and
Sarah) is joining us from St. Paul’s, Fulton. They live in
Catonsville and are currently renovating their 1905
home in Oella. Kenneth works at APL and Elizabeth at
Northrup-Grumman. They've worshipped with us
several times before feeling God call them to join in the
ministry and mission at First. The welcoming and
family-oriented community here made them feel this
was the place to worship and live into their baptisms.
As a response, Sarah will be baptized on January 14,
2018 at the 10:30 a.m. service.
(A couple of connections between the Watson family and First: Elizabeth and Kenneth share mutual friends with
their shepherd, Bruce and Amy Isler. Also, earlier in her life, Elizabeth worshiped at the same congregation as
Nancy Louia when she resided on Long Island).
Matt and Cindy Scott live in Halethorpe with their
children Abigail (age 9) and Christopher (age 6) not shown. Cindy works as a Government
Information Specialist with U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, while Matt works as a
Corporate Service Representative for a law firm in
Owings Mills. Abby enjoys taking art and dance
lessons, and loves Girl Scouts. Christopher plays
soccer, baseball, and basketball. He is also a Tiger
Cub Scout. The family looks forward to worshiping
and fellowshipping with everyone here at First.
Laurie Gregg lives in Catonsville and works at the Community
College of Baltimore County/Catonsville campus in the library.
Her two adult children and their spouses have Laurie with four
wonderful grandchildren. (One of her adult children is Matt Scott,
who joined with his wife Cindy and their two kids - shown above).
Laurie loves to sew, read and Golden Retrievers.
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New In & Around First
Route 1 Day Resource Center Has a New Name
In August, the Route 1 Day Resource Center moved into the newly dedicated Leola Dorsey Community Resource Center. With the move, the name of the Route 1 Day Resource Center changed to the Grassroots Day
Resource Center.
But more than a name change, the Grassroots Day Resource Center is better equipped to meet the needs of
its clients. Our fellow disciples in the Women of the ELCA Circles and our Men’s Fellowship and Bible
Study continue to serve two meals every other month. The number of clients served has increased and God
has been gracious in helping us to continue serving those increased numbers.
To find out more about how you might be able to assist in this ministry, please contact any of the WELCA Circle
Leaders or Bill Harkins at (wmharkins@comcast.net) or 401-781-4658.

Preschool Preregistration Limited Time Offer!
$25 Discount (paid by January 12)
For church members and families currently enrolled in First
Lutheran Preschool Preregistration for the 2018-19 school
year is open. Please go online to (www.firstlutheranec.org/
preschool) and click on the preregistration tab to see our class
offerings for September 2018.
1. Preregister online for the class you want.
2. Print out and complete the enrollment application found online under “forms”.
3. To save your child’s spot and receive the $25 discount, Submit your check for the registration fee (one per
family) and your one month’s tuition deposit (per child) by January 12, 2018. Please ask the director about
our sibling discount. Church members receive an additional 10% discount off of their tuition. Include your
completed enrollment application with your payment.
All fees are non-refundable. We will begin receiving payments on January 2, 2018. Enrollment is on a first
come, first serve basis, beginning with current families and church members on January 2nd. Enrollment opens
to the public on January 16.
*Families who are currently enrolled at First Lutheran Preschool or members of First Lutheran Church
will receive $25 off the $160 registration fee when they pay the registration fee and deposit between January 2 and January 12, 2018.
For more information, contact Jenny James, Director of Preschool, at (jjames@firstlutheranec.org).
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New In & Around First

FEED THE BODY

~

FEED THE SOUL

We are excited to announce and introduce an additional midweek worship service starting
Wednesday, January 3, 2018.

Who is Midweek Worship for?
Our midweek service will be a great alternative/option for those in the neighbor and community:
 Unavailable and/or away on Sundays
 Experiencing a hard day at work, home or school and looking for something to get
through the week
them
 Looking to connect to God and God’s people more than just on Sundays
 Prefer a more casual church setting
 …So, basically anyone & everyone!
The writer of Hebrews exhorts the Christian “not to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together which is the habit of some but rather to encourage one another and all the more
as we see the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25) Attending this worship service during
the middle of the week is another way that we can follow this exhortation and encourage
one another.

What to expect?





Light refreshments (desserts) & fellowship starting at 6:30 p.m.
A comfortable setting, warm welcome and acceptance
Bistro-style (Fellowship Center)
Worship with Holy Communion
…So, we invite you to “come as you are” - literally!

Mark your calendars to join us Wednesday, January 3, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. to refuel for
the week with light refreshments and fellowship before being fed the Word of God at 7:00
p.m. We encourage you to also invite family, neighbors, co-workers and friends (those
that you met in the grocery store just yesterday, as well as those you have known since
grade school) - everyone. Remember our desire and goal at First Lutheran is to welcome,
grow and share in God’s grace!
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WINTER FAITH & FILM SERIES
A MAN CALLED OVE | January 12, 2018 | 7 PM
Stepping from the pages of Fredrik Backman’s international best-selling novel, Ove is the quintessential angry old man next door. An isolated retiree with strict principles and a short fuse, who spends his days enforcing block association rules that only he cares about, and visiting his wife’s grave, Ove has given up on life.
Enter a boisterous young family next door who accidentally flattens Ove’s mailbox while moving in and earning his special brand or ire. Yet from this inauspicious beginning an unlikely friendship forms and we come to
understand Ove’s past happiness and heartbreaks. What emerges is a heartwarming tale of unreliable first
impressions and the gentle reminder that life is sweeter when it’s shared. One of the best reviewed films
from this past year, this film was nominated for the Best Foreign Language Film at this past year’s Academy
Awards. “A Man Called Ove is Sweden’s answer to Frank Capra’s Yuletide classic, It’s a Wonderful Life.”
Time Magazine. Released in December 2016. Rated: PG-13 - 116 minutes
~ A series of feature films celebrating faith in our lives. ~

THE CASE FOR CHRIST | Friday, February 9, 2018 | 7 PM
A hard-driving journalist, Lee Strobel was exactly where he expected to be at work: on top. His award-winning
investigative reporting recently earned him a promotion to legal editor at the Chicago Tribune. But things
weren't going nearly as well at home where his wife Leslie's newfound faith in Christ went against everything
Lee believed-or didn't believe-as an avowed atheist. Utilizing his journalistic and legal training, Lee begins a
quest to debunk the claims of Christianity in order to save his crumbling marriage. Chasing down the biggest
story of his career, Lee comes face-to-face with unexpected results that could change everything he knows to
be true. Based on Lee Strobel's award-winning bestselling book. “Well made and well-acted; the perfect movie for the Easter season.” Huffington Post. Released in 2017. Rated: PG - 112 minutes

~ Bistro-style in the Fellowship Center (First Lutheran) ~

ALL SAINTS | Friday, March 9, 2018 | 7 PM
All Saints is based on the inspiring true story of salesman-turned-pastor Michael Spurlock (John Corbett), the
tiny Episcopal Church he was ordered to shut down, and a group of refugees from Southeast Asia. Together,
they risked everything to plant seeds for a future that might just save them all. Rotten Tomatoes’ critics gave it
a 93% favorable rating, with the National Catholic Register stating, “A vanishing rarity: a film that explores the
Christian ideal in a way that is attractive regardless of viewers' faith or lack thereof, while challenging believers to live up to that ideal.” “What faith-based films used to be, and ought to be again -- upbeat and inspiring.” Variety Magazine. Released in 2017. Rated: PG - 108 minutes

~ All are welcome. Refreshments served. All films shown with closed captions. ~

WONDER | Friday, April 13, 2018 | 7 PM
Based on the New York Times bestseller, WONDER tells the inspiring and heartwarming story of August Pullman. Born with facial differences that, up until now, have prevented him from going to a mainstream school,
Auggie becomes the most unlikely of heroes when he enters the local fifth grade. As his family, his new classmates, and the larger community all struggle to find their compassion and acceptance, Auggie's extraordinary
journey will unite them all and prove you can't blend in when you were born to stand out. Starring Julia Roberts,
Owen Wilson and Jason Tremblay, this film has a 91% favorable audience response on Rotten Tomatoes.
“Starring a terrific Jacob Tremblay as a bullied boy with facial deformities and Julia Roberts as his mom, this
drama based on the R. J. Palacio book that nearly everyone has read and wept over has surprising dimension
and delicacy.” Peter Travers, Rolling Stone Magazine. Released in November 2017. Rated: PG - 108 minutes
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Welcoming, Growing, Sharing in God’s Grace
INTERFAITH PRAYER CELEBRATION | DECEMBER 31
On Sunday, December 31, Bishop Gohl will preach at Historic St. Ignatius Church's (740 N Calvert
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202) annual interfaith prayer service. This service will include Jewish, Christian
and Muslim participants to offer thanksgiving for blessings during the past year and to pray for continued blessings in 2018. Free admission. The musical program begins at 8 p.m. and the hour-long service
follows, concluding at 9:30p.m. Archbishop William Lori will preside, and Mayor Catherine Pugh is expected to participate, as well as the President of the Baltimore City Council and Baltimore City Police
Commissioner.
MAR-LU-RIDGE SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION | JANUARY
Summer Camp is a great place for youth and families to make friends, challenge themselves with
new experiences and activities, and deepen their faith by living and working in a Christ-centered
community. Mar-Lu-Ridge offers a wide variety of programming for young people from ages 6-17 and
families. Their tiered pricing option allows you to choose the price that best fits your budget, and
Camperships are always available for those in need of assistance. Registration opens January 1 and
Early Bird savings of $35 off each camp are in effect until February 18 (does not apply to Day Camp).
For more details, go to (www.mar-lu-ridge.org).
SUPER BOWL SUNDAY SUB SALE/YOUTH FUNDRAISER | JANUARY 7, 14, 21, & 28
See page 4 for details.
PUERTO RICO HURRICANE BENEFIT RELIEF CONCERT | JANUARY 6
On Saturday, January 6 from 7-9 p.m., First English Lutheran Church (3807 N Charles Street, Baltimore,
MD 21218) will host a concert to benefit hurricane relief in Puerto Rico. The concert will feature traditional music and art songs by Puerto Rican composer Ernesto Cordero. All money raised will be donated
to United for Puerto Rico. The suggested donation is $25, and a reception will follow the concert.
DE/MD SYNOD E-LETTER EVENT HIGHLIGHTS | JANUARY 9
St. John's Lutheran Church (141 S Potomac Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740) will host author and
speaker Robert Benson for a workshop titled, "Punching Holes in the Dark: Living in the Light of the
World." The workshop will begin on Tuesday, January 9 at 7 p.m. and will conclude following 8
p.m. worship on Wednesday, January 10. The cost to attend is $85.
WELCA MARTHA CIRCLE MEETING | JANUARY 9
See page 5 for details.
WINTER FAITH & FILM SERIES - A MAN CALLED OVE | JANUARY 12
The next title in the Faith & Film Series will be one of the most popular foreign language films in recent years - A Man Called Ove on Friday, January 12, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. The series will continue
this winter with Friday evening showings in the Fellowship Center. All films will be shown at 7:00
p.m. with closed captions, and refreshments provided. Other film titles include, The Case for Christ
(February 9, 2018), All Saints (March 9, 2018) and Wonder (April 13, 2018). Everyone middle
school age and older are invited to attend. Films are shown bistro-style with tables and chairs arranged for easy viewing. Please come and enjoy the film with us!
38 THESES: REMEMBERING THE LIFE & LEGACY OF REV. DR. KING | JANUARY 13
Join the African Descent Lutheran Association Delaware/Maryland (DE/MD) Synod Chapter in collaboration with Coalition for Advancing in Mission in Baltimore (CLAIM), African Descent Strategy Team,
the Racial Justice Team of the DE/MD Synod and many justice organizations in a gathering to honor
Dr. King and renew our commitment to continuing the work at an intergenerational and multicultural
focus event on Sunday, January 13, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Peoples Community Lutheran
Church, 6200 Loch Raven Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21239. Contacts: 410-340-3833, 443-850-9544, 443
-629-6328 and 410-585-4469
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CALENDER OF EVENTS
2 of 2

$25 DISCOUNT PRESCHOOL PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE | JANUARY 12
See page 10 for details.

HOWARD COUNTY CONCERT ORCHESTRA | JANUARY 14

Sunday, January 14, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at First Lutheran in the Sanctuary. See page 3 for details.

YOUTH COMMITTEE MEETING | JANUARY 15
See page 4 for details.

WELCA REBECCA CIRCLE MEETING | JANUARY 18
See page 5 for details.

ROADTRIP/DE-MD SYNOD HS RETREAT | JANUARY 19 -21
See page 4 for details.

SOUP KITCHEN | JANUARY 20

We will be serving the Women and Children’s Place at Christ Lutheran Church, located in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor on Saturday, January 20. The menu and sign-up sheet are on the bulletin board in the Narthex. Volunteers will depart the church at 4:30 p.m. to serve meals at 6:00 p.m. Contact: Gail Tabeling (Home: 410-531-3938 or Cell: 443-506-3814).

WELCA BOARD MEETING | JANUARY 22
See page 5 for details.

For additional details on these upcoming and future events taking place in and around First Lutheran in
January 2018, visit www.firstlutheranec.org, the Information Center in the church lobby/narthex, and/or
check your e-mail each week for This Sunday at First, weekly e-letter.

Well 2017 is almost a thing of the past, and 2018 is just
around the corner. So you know what that means. It’s
time to set some goals, also known as - resolutions.

For a healthier you (both spiritually and physically),
consider joining one or more of the 70+ ministries here
at First. We guarantee that there’s a fit for you. For a
list of opportunities to exercise your faith, go to
(http://www.firstlutheranec.org/ministries.html).
Also, did we mention that the cost to join is F-R-E-E!
However, the reward and gain is PRICELESS!
God’s Work. Our Hands.
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PARISH REGISTER
MEMORIAL GIFT FUND
As of November 26, 2017

PLANNING TO
MOVE OR RELOCATE?

The following gifts were given to the:
MUSIC FUND
In memory of Janet Siersted
 Tom & Carol Brzezinkski

Moving out of the state? Closer to the grand-kids?
Got a new job? Or any other plans to move out of
the area?
First of all, we’re going to miss you! Just as you
have been a blessing to this congregation and
community, we’d love to bless you and your family
with a hearty Farewell and Godspeed as you go
forth and continue to be a blessing to others,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in your
new home town. So, please be sure to contact the
church office by phone or e-mail and let us know before you go.

YOUTH MINISTRY FUND
In memory of Bruce Schmickley
 Annette Hackner
REV. HERBERT PAYNE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of Kenneth Danker’s Birthday
 Gregory & Cynthia Seen

HOLY BAPTISM SERVICE
November 19, 2017 10:30 a.m.

Blair Brian Boyd
Born July 24, 2017
Mother: Nicolle A. Boyd

A Note of Thanks
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A Note of Thanks
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A Note of Thanks
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A Note of Thanks
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ABOUT FIRST LUTHERAN
Pastors Mike and Gigie most recent Sunday sermons can be also be listened to on the FELC App,
Facebook page and website. We welcome you to
“share” them with family & friends for listening and to
encourage them to come and listen “in person.”

Keep up with the latest news from
First Lutheran
To receive church announcements and our weekly
E-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on our new App,
or go to First Lutheran Church’s website at
www.firstlutheranec.org
and look for the button

INTERESTED IN JOINING FIRST LUTHERAN?
When Jesus called his first disciples, he simply invited them,
“Come and see.”

SIGN UP NOW

Then fill in your name & e-mail address.

Following Jesus’ example, we invite anyone who would like to become a member of the congregation to contact one of the pastors for a one-on-one
orientation. New members are received on the
fourth Sunday of every month.

It’s that easy!

Stay connected on your
mobile devices!

You are welcome to grow, and share in God’s grace
with us!

Search and download
“First Lutheran Ellicott City”
on your mobile device’s App
store. It’s FREE!

Electronic Giving
Christmas and year-end holidays with its festivities
are here. It's a busy time of traveling and hosting
friends & family. Did you know that even if you have
to miss a service, you don’t have to miss an opportunity to give? There are several easy and convenient ways. There are several easy and convenient
ways to give.

Be sure to opt-in for push
notifications, so that you
don’t miss FELC updates.
Connect, grow and share
with us in all the amazing
things God is doing here at
First Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

1. Website - Select the “GIVE” tab
2. Text “firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile
device*
Establishing an on-line giving profile also allows you
to make offerings to a variety of designations. Offerings can be made from a checking account, debit
card or credit card over a safe, encrypted connection.

First Lutheran’s After Hours
Emergency Phone Number
(evenings & weekends only)

Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit
https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.

If you have a medical emergency,
or death in the family
and need to speak to the pastor immediately
call:

Like, Follow, Connect With Us

410-465-6779
For emergencies during office hours,
please continue to call the church office at:

www. facebook.com/First-Evangelical-

410-465-2977

Lutheran-Church
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN STAFF, COUNCIL & MINISTRY MEMBERS
STAFF
Senior Pastor
Pastor
Director of Music Ministry
Asst. Director of Music
Director of Children & Youth
Director of Preschool
Director of Communica ons
Ministry Support Specialist II
Ministry Support Specialist

Rev. Michael K. Louia
Rev. Gigie Sijera‐Grant
Dr. Wayne L. Wold
Laurel Wacyk
Lauren Gray
Jenny James
Renee Kalu
Phyllis Lo
Lori Teitelbaum

410‐465‐2977 x1
410‐465‐2977 x2
410‐465‐2977 x4
410‐465‐2977 x4
410‐465‐2977 x3
410‐465‐5977
410‐465‐5977
410‐465‐2977 x5
410‐465‐2977 x7

ORGANIZED FOR MISSION
President
Worship Ministry

prmike@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
ggrant@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
Wayne@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
Laurel@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
Lauren@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
ﬂcpreschool@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
renee@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
ﬂcoﬃce@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
lori@ﬁrstlutheranec.org

*CURRENT COUNCIL MEMBER

Worship & Music (Altar Guild)

Diane Schwarzman*
Jim Andersen*
Tom Brzezinski*
Kim Kearns

410‐480‐9711
410‐531‐6135
410‐442‐5675
410‐750‐8988

stevedoce@comcast.net
James.Andersen@nrc.gov
misterbrz@gmail.com
kskearns@verizon.net

LEARNING MINISTRY

Bill Harkins (Vice‐President)*

410‐781‐4658

wmharkins@comcast.net

Bill Moser*
Diane Schwarzman
Jay Zumbrun
Lauren Gray

410‐884‐4414
410‐480‐9711
443‐745‐0737
410‐465‐2977

bix1o3@yahoo.com
stevedoce@comcast.net
jayandlinda52@gmail.com
Lauren@ﬁrstlutheranec.org

Lynn Anderson*
Bella Yahuma*
Sally Seen (Preschool Liaison)*
Terry Kay
Kim Bunch
Ginny Fan
Jenne Burnham
Deb Hardesty
Karen Dewi

443‐562‐9690
410‐465‐2720
410‐465‐9160
410‐750‐9372
410‐465‐8186
410‐750‐7237
410‐465‐2319
410‐530‐9772
410‐750‐9744

coﬀeele@comcast.net
ryahuma@yahoo.com
sallyseen@verizon.net
Terrence.kay@verizon.net
Kimbunch50@gmail.com
fanfamily88@gmail.com
‐‐‐
‐‐‐
‐‐‐

Colleen Fowler*
Genny Hardesty*

410‐750‐2453
410‐336‐2426

colleenkfowler@gmail.com
HardestyGenny@gmail.com

Steve Schwarzman
Genny Hardesty*
Pastor Grant
George Conklin

410‐440‐6624
410‐336‐2426
410‐465‐2977
410‐750‐7208

sschwarzman@howardcountymd.gov
HardestyGenny@gmail.com
ggrant@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
conkgeo@gmail.com

Diane Schwarzman*
Robert Sanders*
Susan Garde (Secretary)*
Michelle Miles (Treasurer)*
Wade Wray (Financial Secretary)*
Rich Funke
Nick Myers
Frank Palulis
Gail Hikel

410‐480‐9711
410‐964‐5181
410‐549‐1757
410‐461‐6853

stevedoce@comcast.net
rsanders42@verizon.net
susangarde09@comcast.net
treasurer@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
ﬁnsec@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
rhfunke@aol.com
Nicholasmyers@comcast.net
fwpalulis@comcast.net
onthegogail@msn.com

Women of the ELCA
Men’s Prayer Group
Children’s & Youth Ministry
OUTREACH MINISTRY

Social Ministry
Meal Train
Prayer Shawls
Baby Blankets
Sewing Circle (Quilts)
Sewing Circle (Quilts)
SUPPORT MINISTRY

Fellowship
Personnel
Stephen Ministry
Stewardship

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRY

Property
Finance
Endowment
Memorial Gi s

410‐992‐8015
410‐465‐0793
410‐461‐6296

3604 Chatham Road | Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 410.465.2977 | Preschool: 410.465.5977 | Fax: 410.465.8700
Website: firstlutheranec.org | Facebook: facebook.com/First-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
5

Saturday

31

1

2

3

4

9:00 AM Refreshments
10:00 AM Worship
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy

New Year's Day

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Small Group
Bible Study
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
318

9:45 AM Preschool
Chapel
10:00 AM Rug Hookers
Club
6:00 PM Worship Service
8:00 PM AA

9:00 AM League of
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop
Women Voters MD 157
tentative
9:00 AM Piano tuning
9:45 AM Preschool
Chapel
2:30 PM Preschool
Chapel
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
7:00 PM Preschool Board
7:30 PM Choir Rehersal

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Youth Sub sale
8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Refreshments
9:15 AM Faith Finders/Education Hour
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together
(G.I.F.T.)
9:15 AM Living in God's Story
10:30 AM Worship
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy
3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018

Messenger Articles Due
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl
1:00 PM Small Group
Book Club
7:00 PM Property
7:00 PM Stephen Min.
Supervision
7:30 PM Jubilate

10:00 AM Martha Circle
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Small Group
Bible Study
1:00 PM Stewardship
Meeting
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
318

9:45 AM Preschool
Chapel
10:30 AM Nursing Home
Visit
6:00 PM Worship Service
7:00 PM Finance
7:00 PM Social Ministry
Mtg
8:00 PM AA

10:30 AM Bible Study at
Miller's Grant
2:30 PM Preschool
Chapel
6:30 PM Executive
Committee
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop
670
7:00 PM FAITH & FILM
SERIES

9:00 AM DAR
10:00 AM HCCO
Rehearsal
7:00 PM Church of
Heavenly Joy
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15

16

17

18

19

20

Youth Sub sale
8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Refreshments
9:15 AM Faith Finders/Education Hour
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together
(G.I.F.T.)
9:15 AM Living in God's Story
10:30 AM Worship with Baptism
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy
3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018
7:00 PM HCCO Concert

Martin L. King, Jr. Day
9:30 AM Sewing Circle
7:00 PM Youth Committee
7:30 PM Jubilate

9:00 AM Rug Hookers
10:00 AM Dorcas Circle
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Small Group
Bible Study
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
318

9:45 AM Preschool
Chapel
6:00 PM Worship Service
7:00 PM Congregation
Council
8:00 PM AA

10:30 AM Bible Study at
Miller's Grant
1:00 PM Rebecca Circle
2:30 PM Preschool
Chapel
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Road Trip
7:30 AM Men's Fellowship
Breakfast
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop
157

Road Trip
8:30 AM League of
Women voters of MD
4:30 PM Women and
Children's Shelter
7:00 PM Church of
Heavenly Joy

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Road Trip
Youth Sub sale
8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Refreshments
9:15 AM Faith Finders/Education Hour
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together
(G.I.F.T.)
9:15 AM Living in God's Story
10:30 AM Worship
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy
3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018
5:00 PM Youth Group

1:00 PM WELCA Board
meeting
7:30 PM Jubilate

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Small Group
Bible Study
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
318

9:45 AM Preschool
Chapel
6:00 PM Worship Service
8:00 PM AA

Preschool Book Bash /
Pajama Night
10:30 AM Bible Study at
Miller's Grant
2:30 PM Preschool
Chapel
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

10:00 AM Rug Hookers
Club
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop
670

8:30 AM Snow date for
League of Women Voters
7:00 PM Church of
Heavenly Joy

Epiphany
10:00 AM League of
Women Voters HC
7:00 PM Church of
Heavenly Joy

2018
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

28

29

30

31

1

New Members Received
Preschool Book Fair
Youth Sub sale
8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Refreshments
9:15 AM Faith Finders/Education Hour
9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together
(G.I.F.T.)
9:15 AM Living in God's Story
10:30 AM Worship
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy
3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018

7:30 PM Jubilate

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Small Group
Bible Study
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
318

9:45 AM Preschool
Chapel
6:00 PM Worship Service
8:00 PM AA

9:45 AM Preschool
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop
Chapel
157
10:30 AM Bible Study at
Miller's Grant
2:30 PM Preschool
Chapel
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
7:00 PM Preschool Board
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities as of 12/20/17. For changes/updates and/or details go to:
(https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365)
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3
Sub Assembly
7:00 PM Church of
Heavenly Joy

JANUARY 2018
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS CALENDAR
To volunteer for worship services:
visit www.signupgenius.com/findasignup and search under our church email (FLCoffice@firstlutheranec.org),
email the office with your dates of choice or call the office at 410.465.2977.
Thank you!
January 7
Readers

Assisting Ministers
Acolytes

Greeters
Head Ushers

8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30
8:00
10:30
8:00

10:30
Ushers
8:00
10:30
Healing Prayers
8:00
10:30
Bread Pickup Friday
Coffee Hour
Music
8:00
10:30
Altar Guild

January 14

January 21

January 28

Karen McLaughlin

Suzanne Brinkley

Sue Sewell

Mike Murphy

Lynn Ellen Anderson
Alan Lovell
Suzanne Brinkley

Jim McDonald

Tom Brzezinski
Mike Murphy

Alan Lovell

Michael Facto

Jude Stephen
Joel Omwa
Sue Sewell
Mitchell Beck

Gracen Albright
Eddie Aguilar
Angela Aguilar

Samantha Baker
Kasie Baker

Jim McDonald
Tony McLaughlin

Tom Brzezinski

Jerry Kramer
Karen McLaughlin
Sharon Kramer

Glenn Severn
Diane Schwarzman

Mitchell Beck
Tony McLaughlin
Karen McLaughlin

