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FROM PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA
prmike@firstlutheranec.org

“What is Your God Narrative?”
I’ve contemplated that question this past month since bringing it before us in my column in the last edition of The Messenger. As a reminder, our God narrative is that understanding of how God intersects
with our daily existence, based on stories we’ve been told and experiences we’ve lived. Our God narrative helps us to know” Where is God? and What is God doing?
For me, throughout this past month, my God narrative has been shaped by these words from Paul’s
second letter to those in the early church of Corinth”
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, 4 who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any
affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4,
NRSV)
I’ve used a form of Paul’s words as part of funerals over 100 times since becoming a pastor. These
words, often entitled “words of consolation” are meant to help those assembled at funerals and memorial services hear how God’s people are gathered into a community that supports one another especially
in times of great grief.
The unity we have as God’s gathered community is one of the most treasured gifts we receive as members of the Body of Christ. While it’s often easy for folks to rally together in times of great happiness,
when we’re in the middle of our grief, when the struggles of life seem to be overpowering us, God acts
most profoundly in and through communities such as the one God has created here in Ellicott City and
provides comfort through the reassurance that nothing of this world can ever separate us from the love
of God (see Paul’s words in Romans, Chapter 8).
This past month, my family has walked through the valley of the shadow of death as my mother-in-law
completed her baptismal journey and died. And through all that we’ve experience, we’ve experienced
the never-failing love of God as we have been recipients of this consolation Paul describes. It came in
various forms from a variety of sources: cards, prayers, phone calls, offers of meals, and the very presence of friends and family, and of our fellow disciples in this congregation as well as other congregations in our lives (St. Paul’s, Funkstown and First, Lexington, NC). This consolation, no matter the form,
has been a great source of comfort for Nancy, Ryan, Megan, Jeremy and me and in no small way,
shaped our God narrative in this time and place. For God’s abiding presence and consolation we’ve receive from the Body of Christ gathered in this neighborhood, we are deeply grateful.
See you Sunday!
Pastor Mike
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FROM PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT
ggrant@firstlutheranec.org

About the Lutherans
Lutherans in the Caribbean
Lutheran churches have deep roots in northern Europe and have large numbers in North America. Partner churches are flourishing in the Middle East, southern Africa, Australia, and Asia.
But many Lutherans don’t know that there have been Lutherans in some parts of the Caribbean for almost four hundred years.

Frederick Lutheran Church,
Charlotte Amalie

Historically, Lutheranism came to the Caribbean as the religion of white European and, later, American settlers. But in
time some of these churches opened their doors to local inhabitants, Hispanics, African Americans, and Native Americans. Some of these congregations have become truly indigenous and multicultural ministries. More recently, North
Americans moved and settled in some parts of the Caribbean, beginning other congregations for expatriates and vacationers.
The oldest Lutheran congregation in the Caribbean was founded in the Virgin Islands in 1666 by Danish settlers on the
island of St. Thomas, the Frederick congregation in Charlotte Amalie. They later founded other congregations on the
islands of St. Croix, St. John, and St. Thomas in the eighteenth century. Although these congregations were originally
intended for Danes, by the 1750s they were ministering to the enslaved Africans on the islands.
When Denmark sold these islands to the United States in 1917, these congregations affiliated with American Lutheran
denominations. There are also several congregations of Virgin Island Lutherans on the mainland of the United States,
most notably in New York City.
Similarly, Dutch Lutherans founded congregations in the area of Guyana and Suriname in the eighteenth century, as
the Europeans planted colonies there. Congregations generally consisted of white settlers and their descendants until
the middle of the nineteenth century, when they began to reach out to other populations.
Guyana is especially racially diverse, and the Lutheran congregations there include African Americans, Native Americans, East Indians, and some Chinese.
Though it has a long history of European colonization, Lutherans did not become established on Puerto Rico until it
became a part of the United States in 1898. In that year a young student, Gustav Swenson, moved to Puerto Rico
and eventually started a Lutheran congregation there. He was eventually followed by a number of different pastors and
missionaries from the United States, who began to preach in Spanish to the local population.
Lutheran congregations can be found in some of the other islands of the Caribbean. There is a small Lutheran
presence in Cuba. Antigua, Bermuda, and the Bahamas all have Lutheran congregations affiliated with various bodies. Even Haiti hosts a Lutheran enclave, connected with the Church of the Lutheran Confession in Alsace and Lorraine
(France).
Although many of these Caribbean Lutheran congregations were begun by Europeans or
Americans, either as settlers or missionaries, most of their members are now predominantly local people—Virgin Islanders, Guyanese and Surinamese, Puerto Ricans, and
others. They may be Hispanic, Native American, African American, or other local populations, worshiping in Spanish, English, French, or other local languages. These congregations
enrich the palate of world Lutheranism, and help spread the gospel of Christ into every corner
of the world.

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Permission is granted for congregations to reproduce these pages provided copies are for
local use only and this copyright notice appears.
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LAUREN GRAY
Director of Children & Youth Ministries
Lauren@firstlutheranec.org
UPCOMING DATES:
 September 7 - Children’s Ministry Team Meeting - 6:45 p.m. (Parlor)
 September 10 - Faith Finders (Sunday School) Kick-Off Breakfast - 9:15 a.m.
(Social Hall)
 September 10 - Commissioning of Faith Finders Teachers
 September 17 - Affirmation of Baptism Orientation - 9:15 a.m. (Social Hall)
 September 17 - Youth Group - 5 p.m. (Youth Room)
 September 18 - Youth Committee Meeting - 7 p.m. (Parlor)
 September 24 - Ministry Fair- all morning
 September 24 - Crab Feast - Youth Ministry Fundraiser - 12 p.m. (Social Hall)
Come one, come all to our annual Youth Ministry Fundraiser! Join us downstairs in the
Social Hall at 12 p.m. for our Crab Feast!! Funds raised will go towards our 2018 Youth
Mission Trip to Houston, TX for the ELCA Youth Gathering.

YOUTH MISSION TRIP & YOUTH SUNDAY
Thank you again First Lutheran Congregation for your prayers and support before and during our annual Youth Mission Trip to New Bern, NC! See the August edition of The Messenger for more details about our trip.
or...
Be sure to join us Youth Sunday on August 27. Our congregation's youth will be leading both
services and covering the following areas of worship - greeters, ushers, acolytes, readers, assisting ministers, as well as leading the sermon, and possibly other aspects of worship.
During this time they will also share with the congregation details of their mission trip to New
Bern, NC last month. You don't want to miss it!

Blessings! ~

Lauren Gray

Photos from 2017 Youth Mission Trip to New Bern, NC. Additional photos are available in the August 6 & 20 weekly E-Letters.
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DR. WAYNE L. WOLD

INTRODUCING EBONY JOHNSON

Director of Music Ministry
wayne@firstlutheranec.org

Ministry Support Specialist I

Throughout the summer months our worship was deepened and enlivened by a wide variety of music. Thanks
to our largest musical group—the congregation—for
your hearty singing at worship, even on some rather
new and exotic hymns and liturgical music. We also
were blessed to have vocalists and instrumentalists
provide musical offerings each Sunday. Thanks to
member and guest soloists, to all who participated in
Summer Choir, and to all who continue to make donations to the Special Music Fund which allows us to bring
in guest musicians.

After an extensive search process, we are blessed that
Ebony Johnson will begin serving as our Ministry
Support Specialist I on Monday, August 21, 2017.
In this part-time position, Ebony will greet guests who
come into the building, coordinate with groups using
God's facilities here for meetings and events, and coordinate schedules for those who serve on Sunday mornings as worship assistants.
Ebony will be more formally introduced in an upcoming
Messenger article. Until then, please join us in welcoming Ebony to the FELC staff.

Join us on Sunday, October 1, at 4 p.m. when the musicians of First Lutheran Church present a Reformation
500 Hymn Festival: The Kingdom’s Ours Forever.
What exactly is a “hymn festival”? It is a combination
concert/worship event, with readings and music built
around a certain theme—in this case, our Reformation
heritage. The hymns will be led and sung in many creative and exciting ways. Plan to come!
Our Organ 20th Anniversary Concert has been on the
schedule for over a year but now it is drawing close. On
Sunday, November 5, at 4 p.m. we will celebrate the
20th anniversary of our wonderful pipe organ with a
recital performed by Dr. Martin Jean of Yale University,
the same performer who played its dedicatory recital in
1997. Donations to cover the costs are still being accepted.
All our choirs return soon, and all welcome new and
former members. Here is the line-up:

JENNY JAMES

 Jubilate Handbells

Director of Preschool
flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org

Mondays at 7:30 p.m. (Sanctuary)
Contact: Jenne Burnham, Director of
Handbells, (fenris1954@yahoo.com)

We are happy to report that Kim Delaney and Betsy
Mangum will be joining our preschool staff.

 Children’s Choir
Kim comes to us from New Jersey with a background
in teaching. She taught at Martin Luther Christian
School before moving here with her husband this summer. She is an ELCA Lutheran, so you may see her
worshiping with us on occasion!

TBD - Rehearsal Schedule
Contact: Laurel Wacyk, Assistant Director
of Music, (Laurel@firstlutheranec.org)

 Adult/Teen Choir
Betsy is also new to Maryland, having just moved from
Virginia with her family. She and her husband have
three boys; the youngest will be in our 3-4 year combination class. Betsy will be teaching music on Fridays.

Thursdays (Beginning Sept. 7) at 7:30 p.m.
(Choir Room)
Contact: Laurel Wacyk,
Assistant Director of Music,
(Laurel@firstlutheranec.org)

The first day of school is September 13. Please remember all of our teachers in your prayers!

Join us! And keep singing!

Thank you!

~Wayne

~ Jenny
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ONE VOLUNTEER’S STORY
Diane Schwarzman’s Youth Mission Trip Experience
“My week as a Youth Mission Trip Chaperone”
Okay, I'll admit it when Lauren first asked me if I was interested in being a chaperone for our week long youth
mission trip in New Bern, N.C., I could easily make a list of reasons why not to do it. When I heard that we still
needed 2 of the 4 required chaperones based on the number of 16 youth from First Lutheran, or the trip would be
cancelled, I found myself signing up for the trip.
My all expense paid trip included transportation - a rental minivan - that I had to drive roundtrip while listening to
the 'hip' youth music of today. My sleeping accommodations were in a Methodist Church classroom on a folding
patio lounge chair with 4 other female chaperones and 16 female youth members from Wisconsin, Pennsylvania
and our group. While bathrooms were found in the classroom hallway, our showers were located in an air conditioned portable trailer in the parking lot. Three meals per day were included, that I did not have to cook or wash
dishes afterwards. Nightly entertainment was provided when all 350 mission participants gathered for a worship
service full of reports of God Sightings and music. The music was incredible and included songs like, 'I Get Down
and He Lifts Me Up' the song where you get to bang your hands on the floor (if your knees still work). By the end
of the week I personally found it easier to just bang on the seat, instead of reaching all the way down to the floor.
My all expense paid trip also included my free labor as a work crew leader of 5 youth painting the entire exterior
of a house. All truth be told...I have never painted a house before...that's something you call a professional for,
right? My work crew consisted of 3 girls and 2 boys from Minnesota, Virginia, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Frederick, Maryland. Each day (Monday through Friday), our crew loaded up our paint tools, water jug and lunch cooler in the rental minivan (again, driven by me) and traveled the 10 minutes it took from the church to the house we
worked on. The owner of the house, Monique, welcomed us and displayed confidence in our ability to get the job
done. I didn't reveal our secret that we had never done this before, and didn't even know each other until Sunday
evening.
Lastly, my all expense paid trip included a week long excursion on the road with Jesus. The theme of this year's
trip was 'The Road'. We're all on the road to somewhere...Discover where life can take you when you're on 'The
Road' with Jesus. Our devotions during the week were based on Luke 24 and the story of two of Jesus' followers
walking to Emmaus. We experienced the same feelings at work camp that Jesus' followers were experiencing...from Ellicott City/MD to New Bern, NC from disappointment to doubt, doubt to hope, hope to hunger, hunger
to joy, and from joy to back home.
As I reflect on the week… As a kid growing up in a small Lutheran church, I never had the opportunity to go to a
work camp mission trip. Now as a married woman without children, I went to work camp. And I found myself exactly where I wanted and needed to be that week of July 23, 2016. ...by the way, we got the house painted - and
it looks great.

So, that’s Diane’s story. What’s yours? Or are you searching for one? ...A story about how you too can give back,
make a difference and gain more than you ever expected or even imagined? Looking for ideas? Then consider
attending the Ministry Fair on September 24. For more details; see page 8. With more than 70+ ministries at First
Lutheran, there’s a God Story to be told by everyone. Again, what’s your story?
5

Luther 500: A Layman’s Guide to the Protestant Reformation
or
What I Learned in Lutherland
Travel with Steve Seyfried through a fascinating timeline of stories and pictures bringing the
incredible story of Martin Luther and the Reformation to life.

Where: First Evangelical Lutheran Church
When: Sunday, October 22, 2017 | 3:00 PM
In 2014, Steve traveled through eastern Germany with a group from the southeastern PA Synod, following in the footsteps of Martin Luther. In 2017, Steve has been traveling to different
congregations to share the journey that led him to a new understanding of this extraordinary
man and the truly awesome effect Luther has had on the past 500 years.

The Reformation comes to life in an informative, far-ranging presentation of stories, photos, and
historical insights. Steve draws on his considerable skill as a story teller to convey the drama,
the pathos, and even the humor that make up this extraordinary, enduring event.
About Steve Seyfried: Steve’s work as a playwright has brought to the stage the stories of
Henry Muhlenberg, Christopher Columbus, Lewis & Clark, Nicholas Copernicus, Thaddeus Kosciuszko, and the archeologist Howard Carter, who discovered the tomb of King Tut. His script for
the musical Flight, based on the life of Howard Hughes, won the prestigious Stanley Drama
Award. His historical plays are known for their marvelous combination of thorough research and
delightful storytelling. Steve is a member of Christ’s Lutheran Church in Oreland, PA, where his
wife, Elise is the Director of Spiritual Formation. The couple are the co-founders of Family Stages, which produces classic fairy tales at the Ambler Theater.
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LIVING IN GOD’S STORY

SMALL GROUP - BIG GAINS

2nd Edition

A Small Group Bible Study Experience

This year we’re continuing our Living in God’s Story

“I would like to share just how much it means to
me to attend the Bible Study class led by Sue
Davis each Tuesday afternoon at 1:00pm in the
Parlor. We read and discuss the Bible Readings
for the following Sunday.

series on Sunday mornings. Walking through key
Bible stories chronologically, we’ll learn about God’s
overarching work in the world from Genesis through
the Gospel of John.

What is so great about the class is that each person shares what the readings mean to them.
And then when I listen to Pastor Mike’s or Pastor
Gigie’s sermon the following Sunday, I am able
to get even more out of the sermons than I did
before I began attending the Tuesday Bible
study class.

Join us on Sunday mornings, 9:15 a.m. as we begin
each session with our fellow disciples in our Faith
Finders Ministry before we break away to learn
together about God’s work in the world.

FAITH FINDERS at FIRST LUTHERAN

I would encourage all to come to the classes as I
know you will get a lot out of them and also get
to know more of the wonderful disciples called
into God’s great church community.”

Everyone is invited to this ‘cross-generational’ hour
for disciples of all ages to learn together. For more
details about this exciting new faith formation experience, mark your calendar to attend one of the Faith

~ Karen McDonald, Small Group Bible

Finders Information Meetings on Wednesday, Au-

Study Member (Tuesdays)

gust 23rd at 7 p.m. (Fellowship Center) or Sunday,
August 27th at 9:15 a.m. (Social Hall). Then bring

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

the family and join us for the official Faith Finders
Kick-Off Breakfast, September 10 at 9:15 a.m.

FALL FAITH & FILM SERIES

(Social Hall).




Join us this fall for the start of the Faith in Film

Watch your Faith & Family grow together!
Faith Formation for all ages!
Key Bible Stories each Sunday!

Series featuring The Shack, Wednesday, September 27, 2017 at 7 PM. Bring the family,
neighbor, friend and/or co-worker. Showings
begin at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Center. Refreshments will be served and all films will be shown in
closed captions. Future showings include Luther
and The Zookeeper’s Wife. Visit the Information
Center for more details or visit the church website.

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.
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You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your might. 6 Keep
these words that I am commanding you today in your
heart. 7 Recite them to your children and talk about
them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise. 8 Bind them as
a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your
forehead, 9 and write them on the doorposts of your
house and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4-9
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ACTIVITIES & EVENTS
REFORMATION SUNDAY
Mark your calendars for Sunday, October
29, 2017 the culminating day of our Reformation 500 Remembrance!
In addition to our regular worship services at
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., we will also hold a
special recognition event after the 10:30 a.m.
to rejoice with several of our fellow disciples
who have completed their Affirmation of Baptism formation activities will affirm their baptism (also known as confirmation). You won’t
want to miss this very special day in the life
of God’s congregation here at First Lutheran
in Ellicott City.

New Bible Study at Miller’s Grant
September 7
The Gospel of Matthew paints a powerful portrait of Jesus as Israel’s long-awaited Messiah,
the one who would bring God’s Kingdom to
earth and fulfill his promises to his people.

GERMAN OKTOBERFEST

Classes will meet each Thursday from 10:30
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Miller’s Grant Learning Center.

The event will take place immediately following the
10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, October 29. More
details will be announced in future Parish Notices.

If you would like to participate in this Bible
study, please contact Jim McDonald, by August 20 at 443-776-3433 or
(jimmymac4747@aol.com).




Live German Music
Luncheon - Brats, Sauerkraut and German
Potato Salad

No fee to attend - freewill offerings accepted and
appreciated.

MINISTRY FAIR September 24
Disciples at Work
With more than 70 active ministries, First Evangelical Lutheran Church (FELC) has disciples who
are sharing God’s Word and making a difference
in hundreds of lives – within our congregation,
neighborhood, across our synod and even in
special places around the world. Have you wondered how God might be calling you to use your
gifts, talents and resources in His service?
Our annual Ministry Fair will be on September
24th following the 8:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service. During the fair we will be
providing members and guests information
about the various ministries here at FELC.
This will be a great opportunity for all us to learn
and discern where and how God can use us in
achieving our mission of welcoming, growing
and sharing in His grace.
George Conklin
Stewardship Support Ministry
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Reformation 500

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS
INAUGURAL GOLF TOURNAMENT PLAY OR VOLUNTEER

THE BOUNDARY BREAKING POWER
OF CREATIVITY

The Lutheran Village at Miller's Grant is

The Racial Justice Ministry Team of the Del-

hosting its first annual golf tournament

aware-Maryland Synod of the ECLA presents

to raise funds to help cover the shortfall

- The Boundary Breaking Power of Crea-

of residents required to enter nursing

tivity, a day of teaching, discussion, song,

care - yet lack enough money needed to

food (free lunch) and fun. Jeremy Gren-

cover other expenses. The Inaugural

hart, Lead Musician and Director (2017 Del-

Golf Tournament will be held at Cattail

aware-Maryland Synod Assembly), Howard

Creek Country Club, 3600 Cattail Creek

University School of Fine Arts Members and

Dr., Glenwood, MD on Monday, October

others will be featured. This event is open

2, 2017 at 11 a.m. You can pre-pay/

to everyone and will take place on Satur-

register online at golf.millersgrant.org).

day, September 23, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Questions? Contact: Monica Burnham

at Journey of Faith Church, 7902 Liberty

Phone: 443-605-1068

Road, Windsor Mill, MD. To register -

E-mail: (mburnsham@millersgrant.org)

Phone: 410-655-5250
E-mail: (jouney7902@verizon.net)

PREEMIE CLOTHES COLLECTION
New and gently-used preemie clothing (onesies
& sleeper’s w/snaps) are being collected by
Kasie Baker, 3rd year Affirmation of Baptism Student, for her AOB
Ministry Project; supporting
the GBMC NICU. The donation box is in the Narthex
now through September 10.
Contact: Kasie Baker
(410-465-2014) or
(kasie.baker03@gmail.com)
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MORE ACTIVITIES & EVENTS
DIVORCE MINISTRY HEALS WOUNDED HEARTS
God heals the hurting hearts of those experiencing the pain of separation and divorce by leading
participants to First Lutheran for DivorceCare and DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K). Divorce ministry began in 2011 with 13 week sessions offered twice a year. Over the past 6 years, 175 men,
women and children have received compassionate care and support.
Pictured below is the recent and retiring group of DivorceCare and DC4K facilitators which includes (from left to right) Tiffany Taliaferro, Kim ShaferWeaver, Vicky Pierson, Dave Shacreaw, Jan Marshall, Nancy
Sangiorgi and Diane Mick. Each of these individuals is a facilitator and some have served faithfully for many years. Our volunteers make a difference in the lives of those who seek help and we
thank them for being steadfast in serving, compassionate in caring and dependable in providing a lifeline to others.
Additional volunteers have also helped to implement this important outreach ministry. Thanks to Joanna Casto, Maryanne
Siegert, Mary Ann Matthias, Walt Willing, Charley Ruetsch,
Doris Zucker, Karen Bowling, Nancy Louia and Colleen
Fowler who offered their time, talent and assistance in a variety
of ways.
Divorce Ministry at First Lutheran will transition to a new leadership team this Fall. Linda Serf-McGeehan (shown below) and
Dave Shacreaw (not shown) will coordinate DivorceCare for
adults and Cindy Hottinger Privitera (also shown below) will
lead DC4K. Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant continues to provide support as a team member, guest facilitator and pastoral resource.
DivorceCare and DC4K are well established, structured programs that await the willing hands and
hearts of God’s faithful disciples. Please consider being a part of the continuation of this vital community outreach ministry. Contact Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant at 410-465-2977 or e-mail
(ggrant@firstlutheranec.org) for more information as you prayerfully consider this rewarding opportunity to serve.

Sessions will take place at FELC
September 5 - November 28
(Tuesdays)
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

(left to right) Tiffany Taliaferro, Kim Shafer-Weaver, Vicky Pierson,
Dave Shacreaw, Jan Marshall, Nancy Sangiorgi and Diane Mick
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Cindy Hottinger Privitera

Linda Serf-McGeehan

DOING GOOD | AWARDED & RECOGNIZED
Our very own Carrie Nicholsen was awarded the Hamiton Relay Award for her work with the deaf, and recognized
in both the Howard County newspaper and Columbia flyer. To read her story go to (www.hearinglossbaltimore.org/
award/). Please join us in congratulating Carrie on a job well done! Congrats Carrie!

*

Permission for use granted by Andrew Michaels, Reporter, Howard County Times, Columbia Flier, Laurel Leader, Baltimore Sun Media Group
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WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN
DIANE SCHWARZMAN, PRESIDENT
stevedoce@comcast.net
WELCA NEW PROGRAM YEAR
Rebecca’s Circle
The Rebecca Circle of WELCA welcomes all women to attend our monthly meetings at 1:00 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month, beginning in September. This year our programs will focus on women saints born between 1823
and 1910. Please join us in the Youth Room for these stories of faith and service. Questions? Please call Sandy
Funke (410-992-8015) or Nancy Galloway (410-465-2790).
Martha’s Circle
Summer is almost over - time to gather again! The next meeting of The Martha Circle will be Tuesday, September 12,
at 10 a.m. in the Youth Room. The program - “Who is Habakkuk?” will be presented by Anna Marie Howser. Our
hostess will be Harriet Fenster. All women of the church are invited. For questions, contact Anna Marie Howser
(410-290-1040).
Dorcas Circle
The Dorcas Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 19, at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room. "The Women of the Bible"
is the program to be presented. All women are invited. Please contact Gale Fleegle (410-531-3430) for more information.

FROM THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL
SUSAN GARDE, COUNCIL SECRETARY


The Congregation Council held its regular monthly meeting on August 16. In addition to hearing reports from various congregation ministry teams, other business included:
 Approval of Preschool Scholarship Policy
 Approval of Preschool Fundraisers to benefit Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund
 Approval to hire Preschool teacher Kim Delmar and Music teacher Betsy Mangum
 Approval of a motion from Property to spend up to $8500 for flooring replacement in the Nursery cloak room,
Nursery restroom, and Stephen Minister office.



The Council thanked and bid a fond farewell to members Debbie Newell and President, Linda Kay.



New Council Members Bella Yahuma, and Malia Schlichting will begin official attendance in September.



Faith Spending Plan preparations for 2018 are in the works.



Ms. Ebony Johnson will begin her position as Ministry Specialist I on August 21.

Although there wasn’t a meeeting scheduled in July some Congregation Council members still got together with their spouses for dinner, fellowship
and an obvious good time by the smiles shown above.
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UPDATE | ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN
July began our time to collect funds to support Hunger Ministries, specifically ELCA World Hunger, through our participation in the ELCA’s Always Being Made New campaign. This month, we have collected $2,239 (YTD $2,973)
towards our goal of $8,000 (which equates to roughly $5.00 per baptized member of the congregation). Thank you to
those who have participated so far.
Everyone is invited to prayerfully consider how God is calling you to give generously to help God’s church fight hunger across God’s world.
As a reminder, you can make your offering in either of the following methods:
1. Regular Offering
2. Special Envelope (located in your envelope packet)
3. Always Being Made New Envelope (located in the pew racks)
4. On-line Giving Platform*
Your participation, in whatever way your feel called to participate, is appreciated!

*To use this service, you can access the Give option on our website, our app (for mobile devices), or simply text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll
receive a link to our giving app and can make your designated offering by selecting the ELCA Campaign option. Please be aware that Msg & Data
rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/
privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.

Stretching Can Be a Good Thing!
Everyone who engages in physical exercise has been cautioned that prior to any exertion, they should stretch their
muscles and warm up first. By doing this, we can better realize the full benefit of the exercise and reduce the possibility of injury and ill effects. When we stretch for the first time, it might feel a little strange and awkward, possibly with a
bit of pain.
In a spiritual sense, it is important to stretch our faith in areas that might initially feel awkward, different or even a little
painful – with the greater good of expanding our discipleship into the neighborhood. That is what LEAD (Living Everyday As Disciples) is all about… getting outside one’s comfort zone, doing something that may feel a little different
from the status quo, and realizing the vast potential to do God’s work in our own backyard… neighborhood.
As you have heard and read in recent months, the LEAD team is actively engaged in conversations with neighborhood leaders (governmental and non-profits), in an effort to identify and fill a need where the abundant and God-given
blessings of First Evangelical Lutheran Church (FELC) can be put to best use.
The LEAD team recently engaged in a weekend retreat with five (5) other churches in the Delaware/Maryland Synod
who are part of the first LEAD cohort, in addition to ten (10) other churches within our synod who have agreed to
‘s t r e t c h their faith’ and begin the LEAD journey. What an uplifting experience it was! God is LEADing these churches
on paths that will renew their parishioners’ faith and open doors that will truly define the work of His disciples.
During August and September, we will continue our neighborhood interviews and gathering information with the intention of sharing our findings with the congregation as we seek to discern where God is leading FELC.
So, as we enter a new and exciting church year, let’s warm the spiritual muscles and ‘s t r e t c h ’ a little bit! It may hurt
a some, but the rewards will affirm our faith; and have us LIVING EVERYDAY AS DISCIPLES!
Pastor Mike

Pastor Gigie

Joanna Casto

George Conklin
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Cathy Rice

Jay Zumbrun

PARISH REGISTER
MEMORIAL GIFT FUND
The following gifts were given to the:
GENERAL MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:
Doris Hall:
 Patsy & Blair Boyd
Henry "Hank" Bien Thielemann:

DEATHS
Carl Lee Gropp - July 15, 2017
Gladys Norma Taylor - July 26, 2017
Harry R. Zeigler - August 6, 2017

 Elizabeth Goss
Janet Siersted:
 Delroy & Rose Cline
YOUTH FUND
In Memory of:
Brucke Schmickley:
 Annette Hackner

THANK YOU’S
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MORE THANK YOU’S
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ABOUT FIRST LUTHERAN
Pastors Mike and Gigie most recent Sunday sermons can be also be listened to on the FELC App,
Facebook page and website. We welcome you to
“share” them with family & friends for listening and to
encourage them to come and listen “in person.”

Keep up with the latest news from
First Lutheran
To receive church announcements and our weekly
E-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on our new App,
or go to First Lutheran Church’s website at
www.firstlutheranec.org
and look for the button

INTERESTED IN JOINING FIRST LUTHERAN
When Jesus called his first disciples, he simply invited them,
“Come and see.”

SIGN UP NOW

Then fill in your name & e-mail address.

Following Jesus’ example, we invite anyone who would like to become a member of the congregation to contact one of the pastors for a one-on-one
orientation. New members are received on the
fourth Sunday of every month.

It’s that easy!

Stay connected on your
mobile devices!

You are welcome to grow, and share in God’s grace
with us!

Search and download
“First Lutheran Ellicott City”
on your mobile device’s App
store. It’s FREE!

Electronic Giving
Summer-time is here and vacations have been
planned and are being enjoyed. However, did you
know that even if you have to miss service, you don’t
have to miss an opportunity to still give?

Be sure to opt-in for push
notifications, so that you
don’t miss FELC updates.
Connect, grow and share
with us in all the amazing
things God is doing here at
First Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

There are several easy and convenient ways to give.
1. Website - Select the “GIVE” tab
2. Text “firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile
device*
Establishing an on-line giving profile also allows you
to make offerings to a variety of designations. Offerings can be made from a checking account, debit
card or credit card over a safe, encrypted connection.

First Lutheran’s After Hours
Emergency Phone Number

Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit
https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.

(evenings & weekends only)

If you have a medical emergency,
or death in the family
and need to speak to the pastor immediately
call:

Like, Follow, Connect With Us

410-465-6779
For emergencies during office hours,
please continue to call the church office at:

www. facebook.com/First-Evangelical-

410-465-2977

Lutheran-Church
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN STAFF, COUNCIL AND MINISTRY MEMBERS
STAFF
Senior Pastor
Pastor
Director of Music Ministry
Asst. Director of Music
Director of Children & Youth
Director of Preschool
Director of Communica ons
Ministry Support Specialist II
Ministry Support Specialist I

Rev. Michael K. Louia
Rev. Gigie Sijera-Grant
Dr. Wayne L. Wold
Laurel Wacyk
Lauren Gray
Jenny James
Renee Kalu
Phyllis Lo
Ebony Johnson

410-465-2977 x1
410-465-2977 x2
410-465-2977 x4
410-465-2977 x4
410-465-2977 x3
410-465-5977
410-465-5977
410-465-2977 x5
410-465-2977 x7

ORGANIZED FOR MISSION
President
Worship Ministry

prmike@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
ggrant@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
Wayne@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
Laurel@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
Lauren@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
ﬂcpreschool@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
renee@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
ﬂcoﬃce@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
TBD

*CURRENT COUNCIL MEMBER

Worship & Music (Altar Guild)

Linda Kay*
Jim Andersen*
Tom Brzezinski*
Kim Kearns

410-750-9372
410-531-6135
410-442-5675
410-750-8988

llkayec5@verizon.net
James.Andersen@nrc.gov
misterbrz@gmail.com
kskearns@verizon.net

LEARNING MINISTRY

Bill Harkins (Vice-President)*

410-781-4658

wmharkins@comcast.net

Bill Moser*
Diane Schwarzman
Jay Zumbrun
Lauren Gray

410-884-4414
410-480-9711
443-745-0737
410-465-2977

bix1o3@verizon.net
stevedoce@comcast.net
jayandlinda52@gmail.com
Lauren@ﬁrstlutheranec.org

Lynn Anderson*
Debbie Newell*
Sally Seen (Preschool Liaison)*
Terry Kay
Kim Bunch
Ginny Fan
Jenne Burnham
Mary Sullins

443-562-9690
410-489-5833
410-465-9160
410-750-9372
410-465-8186
410-750-7237
410-465-2319
410-465-6723

coﬀeele@comcast.net
DebWNewell@aol.com
gseen@verizon.net
Terrence.kay@verizon.net
Kimbunch50@gmail.com
fanfamily88@gmail.com

Colleen Fowler*
Genny Hardesty*

410-750-2453
410-336-2426

colleenkfowler@gamil.com
HardestyGenny@gmail.com

Colleen Fowler*
Genny Hardesty*
Pastor Grant
George Conklin

410-750-2453
410-336-2426
410-465-2977
410-750-7208

colleenkfowler@gamil.com
HardestyGenny@gmail.com
ggrant@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
conkgeo@gmail.com

Diane Schwarzman*
Robert Sanders*
Susan Garde (Secretary)*
Michelle Miles (Treasurer)*
Wade Wray (Financial Secretary)*
Rich Funke
Nick Myers
Frank Palulis
Gail Hikel

410-480-9711
410-964-5181
410-549-1757
410-461-6853

stevedoce@comcast.net
rsanders42@verizon.net
susangarde09@comcast.net
treasurer@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
ﬁnsec@ﬁrstlutheranec.org
rhfunke@aol.com
Nicholasmyers@comcast.net
fwpalulis@comcast.net
onthegogail@msn.com

Women of the ELCA
Men’s Prayer Group
Children’s & Youth Ministry
OUTREACH MINISTRY

Social Ministry
Meal Train
Prayer Shawls
Baby Blankets
Sewing Circle (Quilts)
SUPPORT MINISTRY

Fellowship
Personnel
Stephen Ministry
Stewardship

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRY

Property
Finance
Endowment
Memorial Gi s

410-992-8015
410-465-0793
410-461-6296

First Lutheran Evangelical Church
3604 Chatham Road | Ellicott City, MD 21042
Office: 410.465.2977 | Preschool: 410.465.5977 | Fax: 410.465.8700
Website: firstlutheranec.org | Facebook: facebook.com/First-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church

10:30
8:00

Ushers

10:30
Friday

Bread Pickup

Diane Mick
Barbara Ugiansky

Rich Funke
Leslie Layman
Sharon Kramer

Jerry Kramer
Ruth Upright

Karen McDonald
Glenn Severn

Ray Facto
Tom Wi

Dean Layman

Ray Facto

Jim Murphy

Jan Murphy

Irmgard Shiﬄe

Martha McSorleys
Jim McDonald

Mary Segerson

Tom Brzezinski

Suzanne Brinkley
Alan Lovell

Sue Swell

September 17

Ray Facto

Brooke Thielmann

Lynn Anderson

Sue Swell

September 24

Ray Facto

Ray Facto

Lynn Anderson
Suzanne Brinkley

October 1

Please visit the website (www.signupgenius.com) or contact the office (flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org, 410.465.2977) to sign up.

Altar Guild

Coﬀee Hour

8:00

Healing Prayers

10:30

8:00

Head Ushers

10:30

8:00

Nancy Louia

Lynn Anderson
Mike Murphy

Susan Guarde

September 10

Sue Swell

Jay Zumbrun

10:30
8:00

Acolytes

Greeters

Joanne Lang
Alan Lovell

10:30
8:00

Assis ng Ministers

10:30

Rich Funke

8:00

Readers

September 3

First Lutheran Scheduled Worship Assistants Calendar | September 2017

3

6

Deliver backpacks
8:00 PM AA

30

Wednesday

11

12

13

Ministry Fair
New Members Received
8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Refreshments
9:15 AM Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T.)
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
12:00 PM Crab Feast
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy

24

8

1

Friday

18

19

20

21

26

27

28

First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities | September 2017

6:00 PM WELCA Potluck
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 9:45 AM Preschool Chapel 10:30 AM Bible Study at
Supper
1:00 PM Small Group Bible 7:00 PM Faith and Film
Miller's Grant
7:00 PM Jubilate
Study
8:00 PM AA
2:30 PM Preschool Chapel
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
318
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

25

15

29

First Day of Autumn
Preschool Closed
3:30 PM Troop 670

22

10:30 AM Bible Study at
Council Reports Due
Miller's Grant
7:30 AM Men's Fellowship
6:30 PM Executive ComBreakfast
mittee
1:00 PM Rebecca Circle
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
3:30 PM Troop 157
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
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8:00 AM Worship
7:00 PM Jubilate
9:00 AM Rug Hookers 9:45 AM Preschool Chapel
Ho Co School closed
9:00 AM Refreshments
7:00 PM Youth Committee
9:30 AM Dorcas Circle
7:00 PM Congregation
(Preschool open)
9:15 AM Affirmation of Baptism Orientation
10:00 AM Staff Meeting
Council
10:30 AM Bible Study at
9:15 AM Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T.)
1:00 PM Small Group Bible
8:00 PM AA
Miller's Grant
9:15 AM Sunday School
Study
1:00 PM Rebecca Circle
10:30 AM Worship
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
2:30 PM Preschool Chapel
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy
318
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
5:00 PM Youth Group
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

17

7

7:00 PM Al Anon/AA

31

Thursday

Labor Day
6:00 AM Divorce Care
7:00 PM St. Johns Com10:30 AM Bible Study at
Messenger Articles Due
7:00 PM Troop 318 Com- 10:00 AM Staff Meeting
munity Association
Miller's Grant
3:30 PM Girl Scout Troop
mittee
1:00 PM Small Group Bible
8:00 PM AA
6:45 PM Children's Ministry
670
Study
7:00 PM Al Anon/AA
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
7:00 PM Preschool Board
318
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

5

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Small Group Bible
Study
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
318

29

Tuesday

"God's Work. Our Hands." Sunday
9:30 AM Sewing Circle
Preschool Open House
First Day of Preschool
Commissioning of Sunday School Teachers
10:00 AM Prayer Shawl
10:00 AM Martha Circle
10:30 AM Nursing Home
8:00 AM Worship
1:00 PM Small Group Book 10:00 AM Staff Meeting
Visit
9:00 AM Refreshments
Club
1:00 PM Small Group Bible
7:30 PM Finance
9:15 AM Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T.)
7:00 PM Jubilate
Study
8:00 PM AA
9:15 AM Sunday School Breakfast
7:00 PM Preschool Orien1:00 PM Stewardship
10:30 AM Worship
tation
Meeting
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy
7:00 PM Property
7:15 PM Boy Scout Troop
7:00 PM Stephen Min.
318
Supervision

10

Commissioning of "God's Work. Our Hands."
Volunteers
8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Blood pressure screening
9:00 AM Refreshments
9:15 AM Growing in Faith Together (G.I.F.T.)
10:30 AM Worship
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy

4

28

27

Blessing of backpacks and those going back to
school
Youth Sunday
8:00 AM Worship
9:00 AM Refreshments
9:15 AM Faith Finders/Sunday School Orientation
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Acolyte Training
1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy

Monday

Sunday

30

9:00 AM League of
Women Voters of MD

23

4:30 PM Women and
Children's Shelter

16

9:00 AM DAR
10:00 AM "God's Work.
Our Hands." Workday

9

2

Saturday

