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EASTER MESSAGE FROM

Bishop Bill Gohl
Delaware-Maryland Synod

“Go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So
they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy… Matthew 28:7-8
They were on their way to the grave after a death filled with sorrow in the midst of a busy holiday. Death comes at
inopportune times when we cannot give grief its due. Now they were at the grave to finish the job of burial and to cry
out their grief. They came to the grave wishing they did not have to be there, hoping it was not real, but expecting to
find death. Their memories could not console them now. No laughter or hope was left. Death had taken everything
from them.
When we don't want to believe, the turned up sod and temporary marker forces us. Life is gone. Death is done. The
grave has won. We have been there. We have the scars. We still carry the pain of the loss.
We come to Easter and its empty tomb because we too have a past filled with disappointments, sorrows and dead
ends. We come seeking a future – the future Jesus promised. We come facing our own mortality and yet we come
seeking more than comfort. We want life stronger than death.
He has been raised! Now we are challenged to let go of the pain and memories, of disappointments and despair, of sin
and guilt. What may seem an unbelievable tale or words that promise something too good to be true are real. He has
been raised! You will see him! Easter beckons to us. Hope slaps our disappointment in the face. Don't be afraid. Don't
live as the dead among the living. Don’t be distant from the present hope that God has given you. You are not on your
own nor are you your own. You belong not to death but to life in Christ; sin, death, and the devil have no power here.
This Easter, our first as bishop and synod, pastor and people; my great prayer and fervent hope is that we will
continue to live into this story, this resurrection story – and live as if it matters.
What would we look like; how would the church be different if we took this joyful Easter hope as seriously as we do
the many disappointments, dead ends, broken promises and death that confront us each day?
At Easter, we too will make our pilgrimage to the empty tomb. Let’s not go home the same way we arrived. Let God’s
love astonish and amaze us one again – and let our fear be swallowed up into a great joy. We can risk everything for
our love of God and neighbor; everything, for even death gives way to new life.
This is my message for you. Don't be so busy with your preparation (Lutherans love Lent) and celebration (we also
love a party) that you miss the promise of Easter: We are resurrection people! Let us go with little fear and great joy,
together, to share the good news.
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PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA
prmike@firstlutheranec.org
18

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that
he had said these things to her. (John 20:18, NRSV)
Mary’s words from that last line from the scripture text from last month’s column, “I have seen the Lord!”
are powerful words of proclamation! Powerful words of hope!
Last month I challenged us to proclaim those words in God’s world around us. And the challenge is worth
repeating because God’s world so desperately needs to not only hear those words … but also to experience
them.

This past month, as Nancy and I have journeyed with my mother-in-law as she moved through diagnosis of
cancer, to needing full-time medical assistance and then into hospice care, we have been the beneficiaries
of Mary’s proclamation, “I have seen the Lord!”
We saw the Lord as caregivers tenderly cared for her, as delivery personnel set up her hospital bed on
Thursday, moved it to another facility on Friday and then picked it up on the following Wednesday. We saw
the Lord as case workers and others made the transition to assisted living as smooth as possible and as
workers made her transfer to a hospice facility closer to us a reality. We saw the Lord as friends far and near
touched base with us to see how we were doing with the situation, as meals were arranged and as hugs
were exchanged.
We were blessed! We saw the Lord!
The hope of the resurrection is so much more than an individualized, “personal savior” moment in our lives.
The hope of the resurrection binds God’s people together into a community that celebrates together, that
grieves together, and, thankfully, that hopes together. It is a hope that we are privileged to share with our
neighbors: those who we know well and those we have yet to meet.
We are blessed! We saw the Lord!
May these words of hope give you all peace as you too face the challenges of life in a complicated world
that so desperately needs to experience the hope of the Lord!
See you Sunday!
Pastor Mike
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PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT
ggrant@firstlutheranec.org

T h e Aug sbur g Conf essio n
The Augsburg Confession, written in the midst of the Reformation tumult, is the core statement of what Lutherans
believe. It was produced in 1530, thirteen years after young professor Martin Luther posted the Ninety-Five Theses in
Wittenberg. A lot had happened in those thirteen years. Thanks to Luther’s creative exploration of the gospel and its
implications, his colorful personality (opponents had other adjectives), and the availability of the printing press, his
views on religious matters as well as the politics of the day had been widely distributed. In many parts of central Europe,
people were responding favorably, to the consternation of the Church of Rome, which had been accustomed to being the single expression of the Christian church in that region.
In the sixteenth century there was no nation called Germany. Rather, the various duchies and electorates made up a
key part of the Holy Roman Empire, a remnant of the European territory once governed by ancient Rome. For
much of Reformation times, Charles V governed as Holy Roman Emperor. He had watched his empire become increasingly fractured by divisions among princes favorable to Luther and other reformers, and those who kept their loyalty to Rome and the pope. The emperor needed the princes to be unified, not least because a
Turkish invasion of Europe had reached the gates of Vienna. And so, in January 1530, the emperor called for a diet, or general assembly, in the German city of Augsburg. He asked the German princes and imperial cities to explain their religious convictions.
And so, reforming theologians and the rulers who supported them headed for Augsburg—
among them, Luther’s colleague Philipp Melanchthon and his pastor, Johannes Bugenhagen.
Luther himself could not accompany them because he had been named an outlaw at a previous diet. He had also been excommunicated by the pope. He was, however, consulted
on the final text via mail.
Upon their arrival in Augsburg, Melanchthon, consulting with previous preliminary documents, composed the final text of the confession. The German princes who favored the
Reformation viewpoint agreed to it and signed it. On June 25, 1530, the Augsburg Confession was read aloud in German before the emperor and presented in written form in both German and Latin.
The Augsburg Confession (sometimes called Augustana from its Latin title) is now found in a larger collection of Lutheran
confessional writings called The Book of Concord. It contains twenty-eight parts, or articles. The first twenty-one of
these stress points of agreement with the Roman Church of the time, though sometimes with crucial differences. In
the last seven, the writers lay out what they see as abuses committed by the church.
The Augsburg Confession continues to guide the teachings of Lutheran churches to this day. Though a product of
troubled times, it is filled with witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Children and Youth Ministries Director
Lauren Gray, Lauren@firstlutheranec.org

Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org

UPCOMING DATES:

“Alleluias” abound this Easter season in praise of the
risen Christ. Let us also praise the singers, ringers, and
instrumentalists who make our Easter season worship
so festive. And at the heart of our sung praise is the congregation who lifts its communal voice in song. “This is
the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia!”

May 4th- Children’s Ministry Team meeting at 6:45pm
in the Parlor
th
May 7 - FLAMES meeting from 6:30-7:30pm
in the Social Hall
th
May 14 - Mother’s Day Craft Event at 9:15am
in the Social Hall
th
May 15 - Youth Committee Meeting at 7pm
in the Parlor
st
May 21 - Last Day of Sunday School

Our choir rehearsals continue through May:
 Jubilate Handbells—Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the
sanctuary
 Children’s Choir—Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the
education building
 Adult/Teen Choir—Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. in the
choir room

Mother’s Day Craft Event- May 14th

In addition to our regular Sunday services, First Lutheran continues to offer concerts for our members and the
wider community. On June 11 at 4 p.m. we will host the
Youth Choir from Canyon Creek Presbyterian Church in
Richardson, Texas. (Note: this is the same church where
our former assistant music director Joshua Hughes now
serves as director of children’s music; he will not be
coming with the Youth Choir, but he will be back to sing
for us on Sunday, July 9). A dinner will be provided for
the singers and their chaperones at the church after the
concert, but we will be needing overnight housing for
them before they head out the next morning. I really
need your help. If you can provide overnight housing
and breakfast for a singer or two (or three or… ) please
get in touch with me soon.

Every year on Mother’s Day, we host a craft event for all
Sunday School kids. As always, the event will be held
downstairs in the Social Hall at 9:15am. All fathers, grandfathers, and men of the church are being asked to come
and help the kids with the crafts. Moms, grandmothers,
aunts, etc. get the day off! See you there!!

Last Day of Sunday School- May 21st
Sunday School classes will hold their last class on Sunday,
May 21st. Thank you to all our teachers who continue to
bless us and our children with their time and talent!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL- June 19-23, 2017

New to our concert calendar is a Reformation 500 Hymn
Festival, which will be led by our own musicians, on
Sunday, October 1, at 4 p.m. Watch for more details.

Registration is now open for our 2017 VBS year! Our
theme is Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God. We
will be talking about our favorite Bible heroes and discovering what makes us truly heroic in God. Registration
forms can be found on our church website or at the Information Center in the Narthex by the front doors.

Finally, keep in mind our Organ 20th Anniversary Recital
on Sunday, November 5, with Yale University Organist
Martin Jean. Donations are still needed to help cover
the cost of this concert; please consider helping make
this concert a reality.

May our Alleluias abound. Keep singing! Wayne

Blessings!
Lauren Gray
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First Lutheran Preschool
Jenny James, Director
410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org
We have limited openings in our classes for the 2017-18 school year. To enroll your child in our quality program, call
director Jenny James at 410-465-5977.

Summer Camp
Ages 3-5 years!
Please complete the camp APPLICATION
and return it with your payment
to the Preschool Office.

Week 1: June 5-9
Monday-Friday
9:30 AM-12:00 PM
$110 early bird price
$130 after May 1
Rainforest friends—Discover the layers of the
rainforest and the mammals, amphibians, reptiles
and birds that live there. We'll turn our classroom
into our own rainforest!

Week 2: June 12-16
Monday-Friday
9:30 AM-12:00 PM
$110 early bird price
$130 after May 1
Ice Cream Shop—We will use this week to create
our own ice cream shop including the structure,
signs, ice cream cone money, and hats. We will
also make our own ice cream! Parents, be ready
to "buy" real ice cream from our shop on Friday!

Sign up today!
First Lutheran Preschool
410-465-5977
3604 Chatham Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042
flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org

Week 3: June 26-29
Monday-Thursday
9:30 AM-12:00 PM
$98 early bird price
$118 after May 1
Wacky science mix-up—Let's be scientists and
mix up some goop, play dough, slime, Jell-O, and
more! Get ready to get messy!
(This camp is Monday-Thursday.)

Refunds will only be provided if First Lutheran Preschool cancels a camp due to low enrollment.
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FROM THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Linda Kay, President, council@firstlutheranec.org
On Sunday, May 21st, we will be holding our semi-annual Congregational meeting following the 10:30
service. The agenda for the meeting is as follows:

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting Agenda
First Evangelical Lutheran Church
Ellicott City, Maryland
May 21, 2017
CALL TO ORDER (Linda Kay, Council President)
OPENING PRAYER (Pastor Sijera-Grant)
POINTS OF ORDER-PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE (Linda Kay)
ADOPTION OF AGENDA
HIGHLIGHTS OF ADDENDUM TO ANNUAL REPORT (Pastor Louia)
COUNCIL ELECTIONS (Debbie Newell, Nominating Committee Chair)
UPDATE ON LEAD (Jay Zumbrun)
CLOSING PRAYER (Pastor Sijera-Grant)
CLOSING HYMN (Dr. Wayne Wold)
ADJOURNMENT (Linda Kay)
One agenda item that will require a congregational vote is the election of new council members.
The biographies of those interested in serving will be available in the church narthex beginning on Sunday,
May 7th. They will also be available through a link in the e-mailed weekly announcements.
Please feel free to contact Pastor Louia at the church office, or myself at 410-750-9372 or
council@firstlutheranec.org with your questions.
See you on the 21st of May!
Linda Kay
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COUNCIL MEETING UPDATE
Linda Kay, president, council@firstlutheranec.org
The congregation council held its regular monthly meeting on April 19th. In addition to hearing reports from
various congregation ministry teams, other business included:
Approval of an Affirmation of Baptism project to collect school supplies for Breath of God church youth.
Approval of a motion to hire Ian Bosley as a third Nursery Assistant (back up person) after appropriate background checks completed.
Motion from the Organization and Structure Committee to approve the Endowment Policy and supporting
appendices. The policy will become a Continuing Resolution and up for review each year. Motion approved.

Motion from Property to authorize an expenditure of up to $30,000 to replace the flat roof over the stairwell
by the Youth room, and over the breezeway between the 1955 building and the Education Building. Motion
approved. (Budgeted for 2017)
The Semi Annual Congregation meeting will be held May 21st. Seven available slots.
The Annual Church Picnic and Volunteer Thank You will be held June 11 th.
The Council continues to do monthly Devotions prior to their meeting, and follow through with their commitment to read and discuss the book “Switch”.

LEAD Survey Results Summary
In February-March, First Lutheran Church conducted a survey of its members as part of the ELCA’s Living Everyday As
Disciples (LEAD) process. This four-question survey was designed to help better understand and assess how the congregation feels we currently relate to our surrounding neighbors and what we might do to become more actively engaged in our neighborhood. Approximately 40 members responded to the survey. Following is a summary of their
primary responses:
1. If our congregation disappeared tomorrow, what would the neighborhood miss?
Responses to this question grouped into three primary categories:
a) Our physical presence as a large corner property with parking lot, playground and a large facility which provides
meeting & function space for numerous organizations that support the neighborhood (worship for Korean congregation, scouts, neighborhood association, AA, divorce care, various concert & choral groups, etc.)
b) Our Pre-school, which provides a valuable Christian educational opportunity for a very diverse mix of area families. It has become a recognized resource and provides quality education in a clean & safe environment.
c) Our many outreach & social ministry programs that support the neighborhood and greater community
(Christmas baskets, Route 1 Center, Women’s & Children’s center, Angel Tree, Frederick Rd. cleanup, caroling,
etc.)

9

2. What are some things about our congregation that you would want to change to be more inviting, welcoming &
engaging?
a) Many responses to this question centered on what and how we communicate externally (about what is going
on at FLC.) Suggestions for improving our external communication included:
More/better signage on the campus to advertise fellowship & other events (movie night, coffee hour, annual picnic, grief workshops, AA meetings, divorce care, etc.) Also, use local papers to publicize these events.
Advertise Fellowship events on social media and local food store bulletin boards
Publicize youth events in HoCo schools
Hold a worship service on our lawn in good weather or, on occasion, at MILLER'S GRANT


Other suggestions, beyond improving our external communication, included:
b) Offer a midweek or Saturday-evening worship service.
c) Host a concert with a Christian Rock band or a contemporary worship service – something that would attract
younger people.
d) Improve the sound system – readings & sermons are difficult for some to understand – a reason some visitors
have noted why they did not return.
e) Be more attentive to members who miss worship for several weeks – implement a process that ensures
someone reaches out to them.
3. How has God positioned our congregation to meet our neighborhood needs
Responses to this question were very consistent, and focused on the following:
a) Our physical location and our facility – central to Ellicott City and accessible throughout Howard County and
beyond.
b) We are a congregation of diverse talents, gifts, financial resources, experience and networks with the skills
and energy to meet many different kinds of needs.
c) As one respondent said, “God has blessed First with human, spiritual and financial resources to take on major
projects.”
4. What would inspire you to come together with others and commit to carrying out a project that serves our church
neighborhood?
Responses to this question focused on clearly defining needs and on possible ways to meet those needs:
a) A positive, worthwhile effort that meets a clearly defined community need with measurable goals & a timeline.
b) Provide more information to the congregation about neighborhood needs – group together those with the
skills, resources and desire to meet those needs.
c) Get more children & youth involved – they bring parents & friends. Look for other neighborhood groups &
organizations to partner with (schools, interfaith community, etc.)
d) Make a major commitment to help the homeless and hungry – sponsor a homeless shelter; set up a food bank
staffed by members.
e) Enthusiastic participation by my friends and other members, including children, youth & all ages!
Thank you to those who participated in our survey. We’re continuing to listen within the congregation through focus
groups with various ministry groups. More to come …
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UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN!
April 2017 brings us to another quarter in our participation in the Always Being Made New campaign. This quarter, everyone is asked to prayerfully consider an offering towards the leadership
ministries of our synod and the larger church. Our congregational goal is $1,000 (which we can
surely meet and surpass).
God’s church in the world faces tremendous change and challenge, and faithful leaders (both lay leaders and rostered
leaders) are needed to help God’s church continue to grow in the new reality it faces. Our offerings in the leadership
ministries will also help to support synod-wide initiatives targeted at providing leadership development for disciples of
all ages.
Thank you for your generosity during the first quarter. From January through March, we collected $5,853.35 towards
the new and renewing ministries of our synod and the larger church. This includes $3,000 which was sent to support
Breath of God in Highlandtown.
You’re invited to participate by making your offering either with your regular offering, using either the special envelope included in your envelope packet or the Always Being Made New envelopes found in the pew racks, or through
our on-line giving platform. To use this service, you can access the give option off our website, use the give option on
our app (for mobile devices) or simply text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll receive a link to our giving app and can
make your designated offering by selecting the ELCA Campaign option.*
Your participation, in whatever way your feel called to participate, is appreciated!

*When you send 'firstlutheranec' to 77977 you will receive a one-time reply containing a link to give to First Lutheran
(1msg/request). Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://
pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to
cancel.
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WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN
Sue Davis, president—410-418-4535
Last month, eighteen women from our church attended our Annual Retreat at the Shrine of St. Anthony.
Some attended for the first time, some have attended every retreat, and others have attended several times.
Jennifer McNeel, lead a study of Dunces, Dogs and Disciples Exploring Characters in the New Testament. Her
program brought a new perspective to The Canaanite woman, Nicodemus, the woman at the well and Mary
and Martha.
This was the sixth retreat we’ve held at the Shrine of St. Anthony and the first time that the weather cooperated and we were able to explore the grounds.
It was a relaxing day; spiritually uplifting and a chance to visit with women of our congregation.
Mark your calendars for our retreat next year on April 21, 2018 in the conference room at St. Anthony’s.

Join us for our June Gathering!!

Potluck Dinner
Monday, June 5, 2017
6:00 pm in the Fellowship Center
Installation of New Officers
Program:
Did you know that Pastor Grant is the President
of the ELCA Association of Asians and Pacific Islanders?
Join us as she shares her trip and adventures in Indonesia
to attend the Asian Lutheran International Conference

The next meeting of the Martha Circle will be on Tuesday, May 9, at 10 a.m. in the youth room. The program will be led by Helen Tyler. Refreshments served by Joan Burns and Helen Tyler. All women of the
church are invited.
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Living In Recovery, a nonprofit corporation,
was organized in 2010 by a group of volunteers
committed to a dream of bringing the first recovery housing to Howard County. We now
have three houses for men and one for women
and have served over 100 people with 65% remaining sober while in residence. Experience
has shown there is a need for more recovery
housing in Howard County and that our housing model is effective.
The mission of Living In Recovery (LIR) is to
help men and women reclaim their lives and
break the cycle of addiction-rehab-relapse by
combining affordable housing free of alcohol
and drugs with peer support and a climate of
personal accountability.

LIR is a nonprofit organization that currently operates
three houses for men and one for women in Howard
County. Each house accommodates five residents. A
new house for 8 men will open in May.
The new Recovery House renovations are nearing
completion and we are ready to accept your kind donations of furniture and housewares (in good condition, please). If you have any listed item to donate,
email lirfurniture@gmail.com to say what it is, address
for pick up and contact information, including phone
number. We will contact you to arrange pick up within
2 weeks. Thanks for your help!
-twin beds (39” x 75”), mattress, springs, frames
-dressers
-bed linen sets
-pillows

Too often people leaving drug and alcohol
treatment programs quickly relapse because
they return to their former housing and associates that were supportive of their addiction.
Recovery Housing helps stop the cycle of addiction-rehab-relapse and increases the chance
for sustained recovery.

For more information visit www.LIRhowardcounty.org

Article submitted by Bill Harkins

CALVARY
How on that journey, Jesus took for us
The harsh, harsh road to hang on the cross.
Yes, our sins he bore forever more
The years to follow for rich and poor.
Many wept and grieved that day
They took her son, Jesus away.
The soldiers shouted, “Away with him,”
“Crucify him,” harsh words they did say.
Jesus was anointed with sweet perfume
Before they laid him in the tomb.
A rock was placed at the open door
To keep it closed forever more.

The three days passed to find
That heavy stone was gone.
Whoever did it, no one could say
But, the heavy stone was rolled away.
God removed that stone that day
So we could follow in his way.
Then Easter morning with the brightness of the day,
Telling us we should roll our stones away.
Jesus paid high debt for us
For us to look upon the cross
Knowing that he died for all of us.
Submitted by Helen W. Tyler
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Recovering from Losses in Life:
A Grief Support Class
Tuesdays in May, 7 pm
Library
“There is a light in the world, a healing spirit, more powerful than any darkness we may encounter.
We sometimes lose sight of this force, when there is so much suffering, too much pain. Then suddenly,
the Spirit will emerge through the lives of ordinary people who care and answer in extraordinary
ways.” – Mother Theresa

Losses come in different forms – the death of a loved one, divorce, leaving
home, changing jobs, broken friendships, or life transitions. Grief is a
normal response to loss. This class offers insights and tools to understand
and cope with grief and loss and facilitated by compassionate Stephen
Ministers. It gives its participants permission to grieve in a supportive,
healing environment as they open up to opportunities for change, growth and
new insight.
To register, please complete the form below and send to:
Pr. Gigie Sijera-Grant, First Lutheran Church, 3604 Chatham Rd, Ellicott
City, MD 21042. You may also send an email to ggrant@firstlutheranec.org.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Registration Form
Recovering from Losses in Life
Name/s ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Phone # _________________ E-mail __________________________________________
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ON THE APRIL CALENDAR

Prayer Shawl Team

Nursing Home Worship Service

Monday, May 1, 2017

Wednesday, May 10

10: 00 a.m. in the parlor
Contact Ginny Fan for more information
410-750-7237

10:30 a.m. departure
We return by noon.
Volunteers are appreciated.
Meet at the church to carpool.

Semi-Annual Frederick Road Cleanup
Men’s Bible Study & Fellowship Group

Our semi-annual clean-up of the three miles of Frederick
Road for which we are responsible is scheduled for

Friday, May 19 at 7:30 a.m.

Saturday 06 May 2017 from 9-11 am.

Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100)

Volunteers are needed.

This is an informal group that discusses the bible,
prays together, shares stories and generally, has a
good time while realizing that we are all chosen to
do God’s work and spread his word.

Great project for high school community
service credit in addition to just being a
good thing to do. Please sign up on the Ministry Opportunities bulletin board near the restrooms, adjacent to
the narthex. Howard County requires youth younger
than 18 who participate to have a Parental Permission
signature.

We meet on the 3rd Friday of each month. For more
information contact Jay Zumbrun at 443-745-0737 or
Pastor Mike at 410-465-2977.

Any questions, please call Rich Funke at 410-992-8015 or
e-mail: rhfunke@aol.com.

Women’s and Children Place

Deadline for articles and activities for
the June 2017 issue of the
Messenger is Monday, May 8, 2017.

May 20, 2017
The menu and sign-up sheet are
on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and include
the word “Messenger” in the subject line.

Depart the church at 4:30 for a 6:00 p.m. meal.
Questions, call Gail Tabeling at 410-531-3938.

Sewing Circle (Quilters)
Monday, May 8, 2017
If you can cut or pin fabric
we’d love to have you join us.
Second Monday of the month
at 9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall
Call Mary Sullins at 410-465-6723 for more information.
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PARISH REGISTER
Meet our Newest Disciples!
Welcome to our newest disciples who were received into our faith community on Transfiguration Sunday, February 26,
2017! Here is a brief bio for each one. Let’s make them feel welcome in our faith family!
Devarpalli Raja Ravindra and Yaricharca Brighty Pralallka are a young couple who moved to the
area from New Jersey. They are originally from India. Raja is a software engineer working in the
area of information technology. He loves to play football and cricket. Brighty is a stay-at-home
mom who is devoted to their son Rayansh, whose name means “a ray of sunshine.” Raja and
Brighty are looking forward to making new friends and hope to be connected to the large Indian
community in Howard County.

Mary Nora Register was an active member of Trinity Lutheran in Rockville until she moved to the
area to be closer to family. Her interests focus on her five grandsons both in Ellicott City and in New
Jersey. Music and reading fill her leisure time. As a new resident of Miller’s Grant, she is enjoying
meeting new neighbors and sharing common interests with them. Mary Nora has three adult children: Richard, Susan, and Steven. Her daughter Susan (Susy Benavides) is a member of First, along
with her husband Nestor and their three sons, Nicholas, Lucas, and Marco.

Steven Anthony and Tiffany Marie Tangen are new to Maryland. They moved here from Marietta,
Georgia although they both grew up in Succasunna, New Jersey. Steven is an engineer, and Tiffany
is a physical therapist. They have two lovely children: Luke Anthony and Juliet Rose, who was recently baptized at First. The Tangens enjoy spending time outdoors, and are looking forward to
meeting new friends.

Baptism of:
Aleia Cassidy Stough, born March 17, 2016, baptized April 2, 2017
daughter of Christine and Darin Stough.
Darin Stough (adult baptism)

MEMORIAL GIFTS AND DEDICATIONS
General Memorial Fund

through March 31, 2017

In memory of Richard H. Funke, Jr. by Mr. and Mrs. Gus Katsampis
Christmas Basket Fund:
In memory of Frank and Katharine Palulis by Frank Palulis

It is the responsibility of the Memorial Gifts committee to decide how monetary contributions received from members
and friends of the congregation are used with the approval of the Congregation Council for any expenditure over
$200.00. The committee keeps an accurate record of all gifts received and acknowledges the gifts given both to the
family of the one memorialized and to the giver of the gift. The committee keeps a list of needs that could be met
through Memorial gifts.
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Thank you from:
Erika Westrom—I would like to extend a huge thank you to my loyal volunteers for your love, support and help over the
years. It is with a heavy heart that I have to say good bye to those who have become close friends. The unfortunate
news that my job was being reduced to part time has forced me to seek a new path in my life. I hope that God continues
to be with you as I know He will be with me. I look forward to bumping into some of your familiar faces at Shannons.
Jeff Poffenberger—Just wanted to thank all of you for the prayer shawl and all of the members of Fist Lutheran for keeping me in your prayers and asking for God’s healing hand.
Susan and Steve Miller— We want to thank you for your generous help. We are thankful that Steve could turn to you in
a time of financial need.
The family of Basilio M. Lachica - I just want to let you know that I really appreciate your prayers and kindness. Thank
you so very much for everything and your beautiful letter of condolence. Sincerely yours, Erlinda
Ed Zeigler—To the Stephen Ministers -I greatly appreciate the card which you sent to me on the occasion of my brother’s death. He was 4 1/2 years younger than myself at the time of his death. According to the doctor, it was impossible
for him to get well, so it was appropriate that God called him home.
18

First Lutheran Fact Sheet
First Lutheran on Facebook

Keep up with the latest news from First Lutheran
To receive church announcements and our weekly
e-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on our new app orgo to First Lutheran Church’s website at

Like us on Facebook:

www.firstlutheranec.org
and look for the button

https://www.facebook.com/First-EvangelicalLutheran-Church-143823785640557/?
ref=bookmarks.

SIGN UP NOW

Interested in joining First Lutheran?

Fill in your name and email address.
That’s all there is to it!!

When Jesus called his first disciples,
he simply invited them, “Come and
see.”

Stay connected with First Lutheran
from any mobile device!

Following Jesus’ example, we invite
anyone who would like to become a member of the
congregation to contact one of the pastors for a oneon-one orientation.

By searching your respective
app store (search First Lutheran
Ellicott City) you can download
our free app.

New members are received on the fourth Sunday of
every month.

Once downloaded (make sure
you opt for push notifications so
you’ll be notified when updates
are available), you have access
to much information about first
Lutheran and the ministry God
has going on in this place.

First Lutheran’s after hours
Medical Emergency
Phone Number
(for evenings and weekends only)
If you have a medical emergency,
or death in the family
and need to speak to the pastor immediately,
call:

Electronic Giving
By accessing the “GIVE” tab on our website or texting
“firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile device, you
are able to establish an on-line giving profile and make
offerings to a variety of designations. Offerings can be
made from a checking account, debit card or credit card.
Each electronic transaction occurs over a safe, encrypted
connection.

410-465-6779
For emergencies during office hours,
please continue to call the church office at

410-465-2977

When you send 'firstlutheranec' to 77977 you will receive
a one-time reply containing a link to give to First Lutheran (1msg/request). Please be aware that Msg & Data
rates may apply. For full Terms & Conditions please visit
https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy
please visit https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply
HELP or STOP to cancel.

The most recent Sunday sermons by Pastors
Mike and Gigie, can be found on our First Lutheran app, First Lutheran’s Facebook page
and on our First Lutheran web page. Feel free
to share them with your friends and encourage them to come and listen “in person.”
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